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-Tisthe Excellency 

- of humane Na- 
=&@ ture, that all its 
Ft Actions are the 
Effects of Choice, 
 & not of Chance: 

= & therefore the 

—RSSW areconſtantly ad. 
dreſſed toſ>me de- 
terminate End ; this End is always Hap- 
pineſs, either Real, orat leaſt that which 
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Men believe to be ſo. Now for the more 
certain attainment of whatſoever: kind 
or degree of Happineſs Men deſire, they 
always propoſe to themſelves ſome Way 
or Rule, by which they may direct and 
ſteer the courſe of their Actions, and En- 
deavours ; which otherwiſe ( like a Veſ- 
fel in the midſt of the main Ocean with- 
out Charts and Compaſs, ) muſt be left 
to the mercy of all Accidents, and have 
only the bare poſſibility of uncertain 
Hazard, to conduct them to their wiſhed 
Port. Fromhence it is, that there is no 
Art nor Science, Liberal nor Mechanical, 
but in the firſt place propoſes neceſlary 
Rules, for the direCtion of thoſe who are 
to be guided, or inſtructed therein, in or- 
der to the accompliſhment, or attainment 
of their deſigned End. Now wherever 
there is ſuch a Rule, in regard there are 
many ways of Error, though, but oneof 
Truth, and that nothing is more Natural 
Flamazun than for Men to Err by not- attending 
ef Errare. to, or afting according to the Rulez 
there is a neceſſity of ſome Supreme 


. on, ſhall judgeall humane Actions, whe- 


and direQion of the Rule ; and, by con- 
T ſequence, 
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Judge, who, by an impartial determinati= 


ther they are according to the command 


$==_ © 


"——_ yo pho =, OR ko en, At, ——_ 


a 


Chap. T. Dominion of Conſcience. 


ſequence, whether they are right or 
wrong, in order to the End which is pro- 
poſed and deſigned. This Judge in the 
Afﬀairs of the World, ſuch as areLife, 
Honour, Riches, Fame, &c. is the deter- 
mination of Reaſon , according to the 
beſt of every Mans knowledge and un- 
derſtanding. In the Concerns of Reli- 
gion, it is called Conſcience, This is that 
univerſal Monarch , whoſe Ubiquitary 
Throne is eftabliſh'd in every -mortal 
Breaſt, To this the ancient Heathens 
owe all that little ſenſe they had of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, *Tis this that makes 
the zealous Muſsleman adore the falſe 
Arabian , and his ridiculous Alchoray. 
'Tis this, has raiſed the Roman Mitre to 
its Triple height ; and in ſhort *tis Cox- 
ſcience, that has rent ſo many puiſſant 
Crowns, from his pretended Univerſal 
and infallible Chair. Not that all theſe 
powerful Effects, have proceeded from a 
Conſcience rightly informed, but on the 
contrary ; many of them from a moſt 
þarbarous and ſtupid Ignorance. of the 
beſt Rule, by which Conſcience ought to 
Jadge, and Men to act, 

' However, this does moſt manifeſtly 
demonſtrate, the Sovergign and Imperial 
'. DB {way, 
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ſway, which even a pretended and ima- 
ginary Conſcience challenges in the ma- 
nagement of .all Humane Afﬀairs. 

It is beyond my Province as much as 
it ſurpaſſes either my power or hopes, in 
the following Papers, to think of regy- 
lating thoſe mighty Evils, which from 
the want of. a right meaſure of what is 
matter of Conſcience, and what not, 
have overſpread the .tace of the whole 
Earth: and I ſhall arrive at the moſt 
happy period of my deſign, if IT can do 
ſo charitable a Subject as this is, ſo much 
reaſon, as to inform ſome, and convince 
others of my dear Countrey-men, that 
hitherto, they have lJaboured under ſome 
dangerous miſtakes, in this great con- 
cern of Conſcience : the fatal effects of 
. Which miſunderſtandings , we have by 
the moſt deplorable experience been too 
deeply ſenſible of already ; and {till lie 
under juſt apprehenſions, by reaſon of 
the great diviſions and diſtractions of 
mind, which daily prevail and increaſe 
amoneſt us, that the ſame, or ( if polli- 
ble ) a worſe Iliad of Tragical Mileries 
may be repeated over again. 

Happy were that Moſes, who could 
ſtand in this gap; and by ſeaſonably in- 
| terpoling 
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terpoſing his charitable endeavours, ſuc- 
ceſsfully repair thoſe diſmal breaches in 
our Holy Church, which threaten that 
glorious Fabrick ( and with it the State, 
which are embarqued in one common 
bottom ) with Ruine and Subverſion. 
The Sincerity of my Intention, tree 
from Paſſion and Animoſity, as from In- 
tereſt and Partiality ; the Excellency of 
the Deſign, which 1s the Publick, and by 
conſequence the particular good of every 
Perſon ; the preſſing-Neceſlity of our 
preſent Atairs; and the incomparable, 
and almoſt incredible advantages which 
may ſucceed ; as they gave the firſt mo- 
tion to my thoughts, ſo they ſtill give me 
encouragement to hope the beſt, and that 
our wound 1s not incurable. Certainly, 
if there be any Balm in G7lead, to heal 
the ulcerated Sores of the miſerable 
People of. theſe Nations, it muſt be ſuch 
a Medicine, as will unite us into.one 
common Principle , whereby. thoſe: mi- 
ſtakes, and miſunderſtandings, the prin- 
cipal occaſion of all our differences, may 
be removed for the preſent, and prevent- 
ed for the future, 
As for thoſePerſons, whoſeReligion 
is their Tntereſt ; Zeal, Malice; and 
| B; Gain, 
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Gain , Godlineſs ;. thoſe Proſelytes of il | 
Demetrius ; I am not over-confident, | | 
that this will be accepted of by them; il 
as a Bill of Divorce, betweenthem and || 
thoſe gainful Perſuaſions , 'which they | 1 
have ſo unluckily eſpouſed : however, ll 
Truth will prevail, and may convince, | 1 
whereit cannot convert. © '| 
But if they be refolved to raiſe Up. i i 
roars for their dear Dzana, they are out | 
of my Sphere;' and muſt be left to the I * 
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Town-Clerk, the Secular Power to ap- 
peaſe, and convince with ſuch coercive 
- Arguments, as indeed are more fit for 
them, becauſe more powerful than any 
that can be drawn out of all the Arce- 
nals of Truth or Reaſon, | 
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CHAP. II. 2 


Of the Reaſon why there are ſo many Pretenders 

to Conſcience, and of the Advantages they ſl ® 

] make of it, to promote their Intereſt, and favour i 
their Deſigus: a 


TT has nothing made a greater I V 
' | noiſefor ſome Years paſt, in this Þ ir 
our little E»g/zſh World, than loud Cla- II a 
mors about Matters of Conſcience, for ||| o: 
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Liberty of Conſcience, Toleration and 
Indulgence to Tender Conſciences. Nor 
is it leſs obvious, how groſly and notori- 
ouſly Conſcience has, by ſome People, 
been abuſed. .There will appear no oc- 
caſion for wonder at all this, to any per- 
ſon who does but conſider, what incredi- 
ble advantages have been made of thar 
ſingle Word. I will not recount the proſ< 
perous Wickedneſles of the late unhappy 
Times, in which the principal Actors 
and Contrivers were obliged to that 
great Name, for the moſt of their Vieto- 
ries, Glory, Fame and Riches, and all 
thoſe unhappy Triumphs and Trophies 
which they fa Ere&t upon the woful 
Ruines both of Church and State : bur 
ſet us conſider the preſent advantages 
which are made of Conſcience. 

Firſt, Conſcience is a keen and two- 
edged Sword ; a Weapon both offenſive 
and defenſive; and indeed nothing: cuts 
ſo deep in vulgar minds, who are moſt 
apt to be afrighted with awtul apprehen- 
ſions of what they leaſt underſtand. 
With this Weapon it is, that all Diſſent- 
ing Parties in their Religious Wars, arm 
and fortifie themſelves one againſt an- 
other : with this reſiſtleſs Sward they 
B4 make 
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make no more to untie the moſt ſolid 
Arguments from Scripture or Reaſon, 
than once 'tis ſaid the young Alexander 
did of «the famous Gordian Knot ; who 
untied that with his Scymiter, which he 
could not effect with ail his Curioſity, 
*Tis with this victorious Sword they 
conquer and ſubdue; and *tis with this 
they do preſerve their conquered Proſe 
lytes. Imean only the Name. 
Secondly, Conſcience is a moſt 'in- 
vincible ſhield, a ſure defence againſt all 
the blows of Adverſaries : ſo thatthough 
Nature, Art, Eloquence, nay, and Scrip- 
ture too, do all conſpire to bring the 
molt combined Demonitration of Truth 
and Reaſon againſt them, the miglity 
blow ſhall be prevented from doing ex: 
ecution, and be received upon this As 
triplex, this invulnerable Target ; and 
*tis nomore but ſaying, /t may be ſo as you 
ſay ; but it is againjt my Conſcience, and 
therefore I cannot believe or do as you 
would perſuade me. 
Thardly, Conſcience is a certain Afy- 
lum, an impregnable Sanctuary and de- 
fence againſt all accidents. Hither, as 
to their laſt refuge, all Diſſenters retreat 
ſecurely, and are at as much caſe, and 10 
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as undoubted ſafety, as if both Heaven 
and Earth were entred into the ſtriteſt 
League , Offenſive and Detenſive ( as 
they think they are bound to do) to 
protect anddefend them. 

Laſtly, This is a never failing Cordial 
in times of ſuffering ; and has a ſecret 
virtue to ſweeten that which of it ſelf 
is moſt bitter, and inſupportable to all 
the world. Thus an Opinion that it is 
for Conſcience, can make the juſteſt and 
ſevereſt of humane puniſhments, to paſs 
over the pallate; with the ſugar'd relliſh 
of Perſecution for the Goſpels fake : 
Thus Death, though the deſerved merit 
of Rebellion and "Treaſon, has, by ſome, 
been ſtyled Martyrdom ; and the ſuffe- 
ring Perſecution or Death thought mert- 
torious both here and hefeafter. Nay, 
ſo ſtrangely have ſome men been blinded 

th the opinion of acting for and by 
Conſcience, as to pronounce Divine 


Vengeance, Mercy ; ſo that a villanous 7% 


Contriver and Acter of Murder and Re- 


bellion, and an infamous Regicide and g ,,,,. 
Uſurper, though one taken away by the wy. 


immediate ſtroke of God, the Sword of 
the deſtroying Angel ; and 'the other 
dying with all theagonies of Mindand 

Ev -— ® - B ody, 
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Body, ſhall yet be faid to be gone to God, 
and taken away from the evil to come; 
and, which exceeds all belief, by the blafe 
phemous Rhetorick of a Poſthumous 
flattery, ſhall be affirmed, to rival the 
moſt glorious Jeſus, and be ſet onthe 
right hand of the Majeſty on high. 
For theſe and ſuch like reaſons it is, 
that all Parties, of whatſoever perſuaſi- 
on, pretend to ſo great a ſhareand inte- 
reſt in Conſcience. Upon this founds- 
tion, as they perſuade themſelves, they 
build the Pile of all their Religion; and 
from the Dictates of this ſuppoſed in- 
fallible Guideit is, that they receive their 
Principles, and to which they conform 
their Practiſe. Ask a Quaker, why he 
will ſhew no reſpett or reverence to his 
Superiors ? Why hewill not take a law- 
ful Oath before a lawful Magiſtrate, 
though for the manifeſtation of truth, 
the end of ſtrife, or the vindication of 


 1njurd innocence? Why he admits of 


no Sacraments? .or about any other of 
his Tenents. . Demand of an Anaba- 
ptiſt,why he will not allow Infants under 
the Goſpel the ſame priviledge they did 
enjoy under the Law, though he muſt 


acknowledge the Goſpel a better Cove- 


nant ? 
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nant ? Inquire of a Presbyterian, why 
he ſtarts at the Surplice and Ceremonies ? 
and any Se&, why they ſeparate from the 
Communion of the Church of England 2 
Shew them all the advantages of Union, 
both as to Religionand Policy ; demon- 
ſtrate ajl the dangers and inconveniences 
of Separation : and yet for all you can 
fay, atter all their wild roving, and un- 
concluding Diſcourſes, Objections, Scru- 
ples, and Allegations, to wind them- 
felves off from the main point ; when 
they find themſelves forced from one of 
their ſtrong holds to another, and at laſt 
ftraitned. by the prevailing ſtrength of 
unavoidable and Dilemmatical Reaſon ;: 
the reſult of all ſhall be, that they are not 
fatisfied in Conſcience; or that their 
Conſcience will not give them leave to 
believe or do this-or that to which you 
would perſuade them. "Though after all 
this, I doubt not to make it appear, that 
the greateſt part of thoſe who talk ſo 
loud about Conſcience, I mean the vul- - 
gar, who have little to ſay for themſelves 
beſides that; do ſcarcely underſtand the 


Word, and are abſolute ſtrangers to the 


true ſence and meaning of the thing. 
That ſuch thereforeas are not retolved 
- "T0 Y, to 
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to pe wiiful, may be undeceived ; and 
that they may not giveto this pretend. 
ed Conſcience a greater Sovereignt 
than ever God Almighty did deſign the 
true one, by ſetting it upas an Omni 
tent Idol in their hearts, I offer this tol- 
lowing Diſcourſe ; which. if peruſed 
with that ſobxiety and impartiality of 
conſeraton, becomes a Concern of 
ſo great moment, may, I hope, conduce 
much to the preſent ſatisfattion of many, 
and the publick advantage of my Native 
Countrey ; by removing the occaſion of 
ſo many heats and animoſities, ſeparati- 
ons and diviſions, as draw their original 
principally from theſe miſtakes about 
matters of Conſcience. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the great Influence which the true Conſcience 
has upon all the affairs of Humane Life ; and 
_— the = neceſſity there zs, that all men 
ſhould be rightly informed concerning it. 


H%5s now ſhewn the great power 
_ of a pretended Conſcience ; be- 
fore we proceed any further, it willbe re- 
quiltero ſhew, of what concern iris for 
a 
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in this affair of Conſcience : which can» 


not be better done, than by diſplaying 


the powertul Influence which Conſet- 
ence challenges in the management of 
all Humane Aftions. We will therefore 
briefly trace it through its vaſt Domi- 
nions of Oeconomicks, Ethicks, Poli- 
ticks, and Divinity. | 
We will begin then with private Fa- 
milies, and there we ſhall find Conſcience 
to be the only bond of - Union, the only 
maintainer and preſerver of thoſe reſpe- 
Qive Duties which are owing from one 
to another, inthoſe little primitive Soci- 
cties of Mankind.: And therefore we ſee 
where this bears the ſway, there is al- 
vs the moſt Domeſtick peace,concord, 
and tranquillity ; on the contrary, where 
this Principle is wanting , - neither the 
obligations of Nature , Education , or 
Reafon, are powerful enough to keep 
men within the limits of their Daty : 
but Cain ſhall imbrue his hands in the in- 
nocent blood of his only Brother Abel - 
Amnon ſhall commit a Rape upon his 
beautiful Siſter Zamar : Abſalom ſhall 
rebel againſt, and endeavour to depoſe 
his Father : in ſhort, without a ſenſe - 
tne 
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all men rightly to underſtand themſelves 
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the —_—_— of Conſcience, the Ma- 
ſter of t 


dren, tyrannical to his Servants : The 
Wife will be falſe and treacherous ; the 
Children will be undutiful and unnatu 
ral; the Servants will be negligent, 
faithleſs, and diſobedient ; and all ex- 
tremely vitious: And, in a word, there 
. will be neither Order , Government, 
Peace, nor any kind of happinels, in theſe 
little Communities, without Conſcience, 

If we ſtep out of private Doors into 
the wider World, we ſhall find, that with 
out the ties of Conſcience, to oblige men 
to their ſeveral and reſpective Duties, 
there would be no ſuch thing as Virtue 
to be found in all Humane Race; and 
one might as ſucceſsfully ſeek, and, it 
may be, more probably find, Tempe 
rance, Chaſtity, Juſtice, Fortitude , Prix 
dence, Magnanimity, Fidelity,and Gra- 
titude, amongſt the ſavage Inhabitants of 
the Woods and Deſarts. Without this, 
men reſign themfelves up ſo wholly to 
the conduct of their blind Paſſions of 
Luſt, Hatred, Anger, Jealouſie, Fear and 
Deſpair, that they ſeem not only dives 
ſted of .all Morality, but even of Humas 
nury 


e Family will be unkind to the 
Wite of his boſome; cruel to his Chil. 
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nity it ſelf, Let the late diſcovered In- 
habitants of the Weſtern World atteſt 
this truth ; amongſt whom, for want of 
this, there was 1o little to be found of 
Morality, that had it not been for Hu- 
mane ſhape, and amongſt ſome of them, 
the name of Religion, it had been im- 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh them from the ſo 
nearly related Brutes ; ſome of which 
wanted little advantage of them, but a 
Language to expreſs themſelves in, fo as 
to be underſtood. Le 
But leaving theſe barbarous Regions, 
f we come where Morality has civi- 
ized, and common neceſſity has united 
men into Combinations and Societies ; 
where there is the beſt eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment, the moſt prudent and excel- 
knt Laws, for the promoting the com- 
mon good, and ſecuring every mans par- 
ticular Intereſt and Property : yet ſtill 
the great Obligation to theſe Laws, and 
this Government, muſt be Conſcience : 
which ſeems to have been the Reaſon, 
why all the antient Law-givers, in imita- 
tion of Moſes, have pretended a familia- 
rity, and frequent- intercourſe with the 
Divinity ; and therefore propoſed their 
Laws to the People, as the will of the 
| Gods, 


\ 
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Gods, as being well aſſured, that no other 
Principle was capable of laying ſuch a 
powerful Obligation to Duty and Obedi. 
' ence upon the minds of men, as ſuch a 
belief, For all Obedience muſt bere- 
ſolved into one of theſe Principles, Hope 
of Advantage, Fear of Puniſhment, or 
Conſcience of Duty to- God. Now if 
either Hopes of Advantage, or Fear of 
Puniſhment, are the only Inducements 
to Order and Obedience; leſs degrees of 
this Fear; or however a belief that they 
are out of the reach of puniſhment; or 
greater, thoiigh only hopes of private 
advantage, ſhall cancel all the Obligation 
to Humane Laws, and the publick ad- 
vantage; and, like an impetuous Torrent, 
ſhall violently break all the banks of 
Laws and Government, and tear up the 
foundations of whatever does oppoſe its 
furious rage. Nor was there ever any 
popu Inſurrection, Diſorder, or Rebel- 
10n, inany Nation, but took its original 
from one of theſe tempeſtuous Principles. 
Whereas on the contrary , no hopes of 
Impunity from Humane Laws, no private 
Intereſt or Ambition, can perſuade a man 
from that Duty which he ows to Laws 
and Goverament, upon the account of 
- Col- 
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Conſcience; nay, we have further ſeen, 
that Cruelty it ſelf, with all its terrors 
and tormentors, has not been able to 
ſhake men off from this firm and ſolid 
foundation of fixed Obedience, 

Thus we ſee Conſcience the beſt pre- 
fervative againſt the threatning dangers 
of Inteſtine Miſchiefs ; nor is it leſs 
available againſt Foreign Force, For 
unity of mind, which is the genuine and 
natural effect of Conſcience, is certainly 


the greateſt policy, as well as ſtrehgth, - 


of any People ; whereas Difcords, Dyvi- 
fions ; and mutual Diſſentions, giveall 
the hopes and encouragements. to a Fa 
reign Power to invade, and all the helps 
and advantages to ſubdue: This made 
the Roman Eagles ſtretch their victorious 
Pinions over the greateſt part of the 
World ; the civil Diſſentions of their 
Neighbours amongſt themſelves, made 
many potent, and otherwiſe invincible 
People, become an eaſie Quarry. to their 
ambitious Arms : And whilſt , with a 
ſhew of Juſtice , they pretended to 
eſpouſe the Quarrel of the weaker part, 
by overpoiſing. of the Ballance, both 
ſides, at laſt, became their prey , and 
thraſt their own necks under the fatal 
G.\ * youh 
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yoke, which; by unity, they might eaſily 
haveavoided. It is to this the Ottomans 
owe the prodigious ſucceſies of their 
prevailing Creſcents, which had either 
never been ſo, or had long ſince been in 
their Wain again , if the Diviſions a- 
monegſt the Chriſtian Princes had not 
given them thoſe great advantages a- 
gainſt themſelves. And if we conſult 
the Hiſtories of all Times, Places, and 
Nations, we ſhall find, that no People 
can bid fairer for their own ruine, or give 
a ſtronger invitation to their Enemies, 
than by their own Diviſions and Diſſen- 
tions, Nor did any Government ſuffer 
a diſſolution, without theſe foregoing , 
and too often fatal Prognoſticks, of its 
approaching Fall; 1» ſe magna ruunt—— 
Now there is nothing can beget,main- 
tain, and preſerve this neceſſary Unity, 
like the Principles of Conſcience. This 
is that which cements mens Souls toge- 
ther with fo cloſe and indiſſoluble an 
union, as nothing is able to divorce them 
from, but what ſeparates the Soul and 
Body. This begets true Love, and real. 
Friendſhips, Knots never to be looſed, 
but with that of Life. 
Laſtly, Let ustake a ſhort turn with- 
in 
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in the Confites of Dzvinizy, and there 

we ſhall find, that the Confclouleh 

elr which men have 'to themfelves, that 

ir | they owe an indiſpenſible duty to God, _ 

in U as their Great and Almighty Sovereign | 

a= | and Creator; and to. all Mankitid, as 

wot F their common Brethren, is the only trae * 

a- F foundation of all the Religzon in the 

ult | World, Withouta due ſer of the firſt 

nd | of theſe, menare Atheiſts ; without the 

ple | ſecond, they are worſethan Beaſts; with- 

ve | out them both, they would be worſe than 

es, || Devils, who believe, though 1t makes 

N- E themtremble. _ - Y 

fer So that it appears, that without this 

S, i inward Principle of Conſcience ,: there 

its would be neither Honeſty, Fidelity, Ju- 

— | ftice, Civility, Morality, :Policy, Go- 

n- F vernment, or Divinity in the World, this 

Y, | being indeed the Foundation-principle 

us F of all theſe ; andall other things with- 

3e- | out, but inducements, and perſuaſives to 

an  Goodneſs;. which men may reſiſt, and 

m F (though not without difficulty): over- 

nd | come; þut till they can fly from them- 

al. 8 ſelves, they ſhall neyer be ablewholely to 

d, ſubdue, and: coriquer all the' power ard 
mfluence of Confecience: or t ought they , 

h- | may be fo Hardy to rebeFaguit it; yet 

of 


can 
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Poet will be an univerſal truth, | 
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tures and 'Puniſhments, but ; that of the 
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Evaſiſſe putes ; quos diri Confcia fatti _ © 
Mens habet attonitos, &* ſurdoverbere cedit 
Occultum quatiente animo tortore flagellum ?: © | 
Puna autem vehemens, ac mnlto ſavior lis *+ ' | 
Luas &+ Ceditine gravis wroentt & Rhadamay 
thus 's 


Notte, "dieque ſuum peſtare in peFfore teſtem. 


Well rendred into Engliſh in thoſe few 
words of the wiſeſt -King' Solomon, 4 
wounded Conſcience who is able to bear ? 
For let men fay or do. what they pleaſe, 


this Imperial Principle will rule in the 


minds -of ' men, either with: the' Goldex 
Sceptre, or the Iron Rod. 


Some neceſſary and univerſal Principles laid down, 
upon which Conſcience depends, and according 
fo whichit atts. EIONY 


Paper tells us, Corruptio optimi 
eſt peſſima ; the beſt things abuſed, 
become the worſt : there is no poiſon ſo 
invincible, as that which comes com- 
| = 


Chap. IV. 
* canthey never be able to eſcape its 'Tor- 
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pounded with a Cordial, which by its 
treacherous agreeableneſs to the deluded 
palate, obtains an eafie admiſſion, and a 
ſpeedy paſſage tothe vital Spirits. It is 
therefore the common Intereſt of all 
Mankind, to endeavour after a true and 
right underſtanding of this Principle, 
which does ſo univerſally influence all 
their Lives and Actions. That we may 
therefore take a trye meaſure of it, it 1s 
requiſite that we conſider of fome com- 
mon Principles, which are to be toynd in 
the minds of men ; whether innate or 
traditional, 1t matters not; for from 
theſe: Conſcience derives its Original : 
upon the belief of theſe it does depend : 
and according to theſe, if it be permit- 
ted its native liberty and freedom, it al- 
ways acts. | 

The firſt of theſe is, That there is ane 


' Supreme Being, which is the firſt cauſe 


of all other Beings in the World. And 
this is that which under variqus names 
and notions, has yet inall Ages, and a- 
mongſt all Nations, paſt for the moft 
bleſled, eternal, and by all to be adored 
Deity, 

Secondly, That this Supreme Being 1s 
of a moſt perfect and excellent Nature, 


The True Liberty and Chap. IV. 


infinitely happy in Himſelf, ſo as no- 
thing can add to, or djminiſh his abſolute 
and eternal Felicity. This was the An- 
tient and Univerſal belief of the World 
concerning the Divine Nature; Nay, 
Laucretius, a man not over kind to that 
which hecalls Gravis Religio, endeavours 
to eſtabliſh his Demi/-Atheiſm upon this 
foundation ; that the Divine Nature be- 
ing tranſcendently happy within it ſelf, 
ſince it could receive neither addition, 
nor diminution, therefore did not con- 
cernit ſelf with the management of the 
affairs of the World ; as appears by thoſe 
on known, and too much abuſed Verſes 
of his 


Omnis enim per ſe Divum Natura neceſſe eſt 
Immortali evo ſumma cum pace fruatur 
Semota a noſtris rebus, ſejunttaque lonye : 
Nam privata dolore ommi, privats pericls, 
Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus, nil indiga noe; 

Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira, 


Thirdly, That according to the excel- 
lency of his Nature, his Wiſdom, Power 
and Goodneſs, he made all things, and 
— eſpecially, for a moſt excellent 
End. | 
 Fourthly, That this End was priguart 

| | y 
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ly the manifeſtation of his own Glory, 
in his Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs. 
Secondarily, and in order thereunto, the 
Happineſs of all his Creatures, according 
to their ſeveral capacities, either only 
here in this World, or it they be capa- 
ble of it, both here and hereafter in a 
future ſtate. 

Fitthly, That therefore there is a fu- 
ture ſtate after this lite. 

Laſtly, That in that future ſtate, there 
are Rewards and Puniſhments. 

Theſe ſeveral Poſitions have a natu- 
ral dependency and connexion one upon 
another, and are ſuch as have generally, 
if not univerſally, been believed in the 
World, orat leaſt by the far greateſt part, 
beſt and moſt underſtanding of men: and 
indeed they are ſuch Truths, as no man 
can deny any one of them, without the 
manifeſt danger of ruining all the reſt. 

Now from theſe common Notions , 
theſe neceflary Confequences follow. 

Firſt, That all the Creation, and ef- 
pecially the Nobler parts of it; and par- 


ticularly Mankind, owe, unto this moſt 


excellent Being, all Duty and Obedience, 
and ſuch ſervice as they are capable of 


C 4 on 


_and he requires. - 
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Secondly, It follows,that all the whole 
Creation, and particularly Mankind, 
ought, according to their capacity and 
ability, to promote the great Ends of the 
Creation, which are the praiſe and glory 


of the great, good, and wiſe Creator, 


and the happineſs and well-being of the 
whole, and every part: And for this, 
Man may go to School to the inanimate 
Creatures, who all pertorm their obedi- 
ent- ſervice, with the moſt punctual and 
exact decency and order, bath for his 
_ their own preſervation, and the 
appineſs of the Univerſe : according to 
that of the Royal Pſalmiſt, Fire and Hail, 
Snow and YVapors, Stormy Winds fulfil his 
Word, and praiſe his Name ; ſtrictly ob- 
ſerving thoſe Laws which at firſt hedid 
impoſe upon them. | | 
Laſtly, It follaws from the juſtice and 
power of this excellent Nature , that 
thoſe parts of the Creation, which do, 
in obedience to his Will, endeavour to 
promote thoſe excellent Ends and De- 
ſigns of his Glory in the happineſs of 


- the Creation, ſhall, as the Reward from 


his Bounty upon their Obedience , be 
made partakers of that happineſs they 
are capable of, and which, in his _— 
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he ſees beſt for them both here and here- 
after ; And that thoſe parts of the Cre- 
ation, who, in oppoſition or contempt 
of ſo great goodneſs , excellency and 
power, endeavor to croſs, hinder and ob- 
{tru&t theſe great Ends of the Creation, 
ſhall therefore be miſerable, both here 
and hereafter, by the want of that hap- 
pineſs ; as alſo, by ſuch other penalties 
as the greatneſs of their Crimes deſerves, 
and their Natures are capalye of. 


v 
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CHAP. V.: 


Of Conſcience, its Deſcription, what is its proper 
Employment ; and the manner of its Opera- 
7100. 


Hs ſhewn what Principles are 
the toundation of Conſcience, 27z. 
a ſenſe of that Duty which we owe to 
God, and tvoneanother. The next in- 


quiry muſt of neceſſity be , how theſe 
Duties are to be performed, ſo'as the 
may be agreeable-and acceptable to thoſe 
to whom, we are to pay them.” And 
herein common Reaſon obligesus to be- 
 lieve, that we are bound to follaw the di-' 
rections of the Supreme Being, 1o faras 


d 


ns; 


and 


he has been pleaſed to maniteſt his Will 
and Pleaſure to us. Amongſt Chriſtians, 
the Canon of the Holy Sc#ipture has 
always been taken for this Rale of Dj. 
redtion, as being the Divine Revelation of 
the Will of God. And whoſoever does 
ſeriouſly and attentively conſider the 
ſcope of thoſe Sacred Writings, muſtof 
neceſſity confeſs them to owe their Ori- 
ginal to the Divine Nature, ſuppoſing it 
ſuch as has before been deſcribed, and 
univerſally believed : for all their Com- 
mands, InſtruQ&ions , and Exhortations, 
are direttly level'd at theſe great and glo- 
rious deſigns of the moſt excellent Spirit, 
by promoting his Glory, and the _ 
neſs of Mankind, hoth here in this lite, 
and hereafter in the life to come. So 
that now having found we owe a Duty, 
and having likewiſe found a Rule for our 
dire&tion, how we ought to perform this 
Duty, there will be no great difficulty to 
find what Conſcience -is; for it is no 0 
ther thing than that- Principle which 
judges whether we have difcharged our 
Duty according to this Rule, and theſe 
Directions. | 


I do purpoſely avoid the Niceties of , 


the Schools, as too full of Curioſity, and 
| | ' Not 
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not at all conducing to my deſign, which 
is to avoid all intricacy and perplexed- 
neſs, and to give ſuch aneafie, proper, 
and natural deſcription, and notion ot 
Conſcience, that every man may find it 
in his own breaſt. | 

Conſcience therefore, is that Power 
which every Man hath withinhis own 
mind of judging all his thoughts, words 
and aCtions, whether they are agreeable 
to that which 1s the beſt Rule, by which 
they ought to be dire&ted. Thus from a 
belief > there is a GOD, andifrom 
the Commands in Scripture to worſhip 
Him, and Him only,, my Conſcience, or 
Power that I haveof judging my elf, 
immediately informs me, that I ought 
not to a_— his Worſhip, or togive it 
to any Creature: If therefore I do ei- 
ther wholly, or in part omit 1t;ormif- 
place my Worſhip, my Conſcience tells 
me, I have done amiſs, becauſe Fhave.not 
followed the direction: of the: Rule. 
Thos from: the belief, that T onght to 
contribute all I can, to the: accomphit+- 


ment of the great and/ good deſign'of 


the. Almighty. Being, in promoting; the 
happineſs of all the parts off the: Creatie 
on, my Conſcience preſently.intorms _ 

Oe | | that 
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that I ought todo all the good I canin 
all ſences unto all Men: And on the eon- 
trary, that therefore I muſt be careful to 
avoid doing any wilful injury to my ſelf, 
or to any other perſon , whereby their 
preſent happineſs may be impaired, or 
their future leſſened or prevented ; be- 
cauſe in ſodoing, I follow the directions 
of the Rule, which only is fatisfa&tory to 
Conſcience ; whoſe office is to accuſe 
me, i# I do wrong; to encourage and 
acquit me, if I do what 1s right, and 
what I ought to do. So that to make 
up Conſcience, there mult be firſt, a true 
and exact Rule for all our Actions, which 
we take the Scriptures to be, as being,as 
St. Paul ſaith, ſuficient to make the man of 
"God wiſe unto ſalvation, which I think is 
a ſufficiency for a Rule beyond all &- 
ceptions; and they who expect a better 
Rule, certainly expect another End, bet- 
ter, I am ſure, it 1s impoſſible : And, as 
before was intimated, if there were a 
neceſſity, it were no hard task to prove 
the Scriptures, in all particulars, the 
moſt excellent Rule for the management 
of allhumane A&tions, in order to the 
forementioned Ends of Gods Glory, and 
the Happineſs of the Univerſe, \ 
Ce 
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| Secondly, There muſt be a trueknow- = 


ledge of this Rule, Scientia before. Con- 
ſcientia; which Prepoſition denotes on- 
ly the private application of this knows 
ledge to particular perſons and things : 
for this is moſt clear and evident, that I 
muſt firſt know this or that is to be belie- 
ved, or done, and after this or that man- 
ner, before I can believe it tobe my Du- 
ty,or be able to paſs a judgment upon 
my ſelf, that I have done well, or ill, in 
believing, or notbelieving, doing, or not 
doing any thing, or not . doing it as I 
ought, according tothe direction of my 
Rule, ES Rue 

Laſtly, there muſt be an impartial and 
true, judgement of my aCtions, by this 
Rule, that is, whether they havebeen 
according to the directions. of the Rule, 
which 1s the proper employment of Con- 
ſcience, whoſe work 1s to meaſure my 
thoughts, words, and ations, and.to try 
whether they are conformable to the 
Rule by which Iam bound to act, and 
according to that judgment,cither to ab- 
ſolve or condema me tor them, 

So that Conſcience,thus properly taken, . 
can only be exerciſed about ſuch things 
85 are certainly known, and by oak 
: _ + quence, 


uence, abſolutely neceilary to be done, 

or ſuch are all and only the commands 
and direCtions of the Rule, according to 
that remarkable place of St. Paul, corn- 
cerning his own practice, which ought 
to bea. pattern to all men. And herein 
doF exerciſe my ſelf, to have a Conſcience 
woid of offence towards God, and towards 
Men. That is, the proper and peculizy 
Employ of Conſcience, 1s to judge and 
determine, whether I do my Duty to 
Gad and my Neighbour , according to 
what. I know is his Will revealed in his 
holy Word. 

Now in regard, that upon this true 
Notion: of Conſcience, there lies a great 
deal of weight; and it being the com- 
mon miſtake amongſt weak minds, to 
take every thing which is offer'd to them 
as.ſuch, without a due. examination, - for 


2 matter of Conſcience in the ftrideft 


ſence::. I will endeavor to clear this 
Point, and makeit appear, that Conſci- 
ence 1s. only. dire&tly. concerned abont 
ſuch things asare: certainly known, and 
therefore abſolutely neceſlary to: bebs 
leved and done, or:not done. 

Firft, therefore we will inquire into 
the Nature, and, as I may:callit, the Eþ 
ſence of Conſcience, 96 
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Secondly, we will examine and con- 
fider its manner of operation and aGting 
inall men. | 

Now the very Eſſence of Conſcience 
is Knowledge, fr no man can have a 
Conſcience to himſelf of - any thing 
which he does not know, nor of any 
thing further than he does know it. For 
Example, I know that GO Þ »s, and that 
He is to be Worſhipped ; and therefore 
my Conſcience tells me, F am obliged 
to at according to that knowledge , 
and that T ought to adore him. 'T know 
that no Creature is to be _—_ 
with Divine Adoration, and therefore 
my Conſcience tells me I fin againſt 
knowledge, if 1 give Adoration by wor- 
ſhipping either Men; or Angels, 'much 
moreif I beſtowitupon the more. igtro- 
ble parts of the Creation, Gold;, Stlver, 
Wood, Stone, Creeping 'Fhings, Birds, 
or Four-footed Beaſts. FT do nor cer- 
tainly know whether Saints ' departed 
this Life can hear my Prayers, though 
made to them in the moſt modeſt ſence, 
= in the fame nature = , would do, if 
they were alive; beg of them 'to' pray 
or | Baer: for _ and chatelbre, i 
I do not pray. to them to pray -for me, 
my 
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my Conſcience does not accuſe me of 
having neglected a Duty which I ought 
to have done , or ſinning againſt my 
knowledge.: So that it is clear, thatto 
Know is of. the Eſſence of Conſcience, 
ſo that there can be no Conſcience with« 
outit.. Now Scientia eſt de certis & in- 
dubitatis, all knowledge is of certain 
and undoubted things; and this certain- 
ty, which is the foundation of knows 
ledge, is grounded either upon the De- 
monſtration of Senſe, Reaſon, or Di- 
vine Revelation; and whatever I knoy, 
it is becauſe I have a certainty that it is 
ſuch in its own nature; either from the 
evidence of Senſe, which cannot de 
ceive me, or from clear and plain Rex- 
ſon, or elſe from a poſitive Divine Reve- 
lation; which proceeds from him who 
therefore will not , becauſe he cannot 
deceive me, being Truth it ſelf ; And 
therefore if the things I: would know, 
be either in their own nature uncertain, 
as are all future contingencies, and 
many vr actions of former Ages , a- 
bout which I want ſufficient means of 
a certain . information ,. I can have no 
knowledge of them ; and by conſe 
quence , no obligation upon my mind, 
| 41 ay "I to 


Chap. W. Dominion of C onſcience. 


to believe them, or act according to 
them. But whereſoever there 1s a cer- 
tainty of knowledge, either from Sence, 
Reaſon, or Divine Revelation, there my 
mind is not left at liberty ; but has an 
obligation laid upon it, to act, or not to 
at, according to the commands of that 
knowledge. And that this 1s not my 
private opinion, but agreeable to the 
greatelt Truth, let the moſt learned 
Apoſtle S?. Paul give his teſtimony, tn 
that well known place, I/hatſoever is 
not of Faith, is Sin, For by Faith there 
cannot be meant tiat ſupernatural Gitt 
and Grace of believing to ſalvation, be-= 
cauſe every thing to be known or done; 
is not the object of that Faith : and there- 
tore, as appears by the j#frh Yerſe, by 
Faith,there heunderitands that aaneozopia, 
that full atlurance of a mans own mind, 
which ts no other thing but the reſult ofa 
ccrtainty of knowledge of what he ought 


| todo, and is properly oppoſed to that 


doubting and wavering, of a mans mind, 
occaſioned by the want of knowledge ; 
and theretore he tells us; it is a damna- 
bie ſin to do that which I doubr T ought 
not ; For, ſaith he, he that doubteth is: 
damned if he eat,becauſe it is nat of Faith 
that 


we 
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that is, of a full aſſurance of knowledge 
that what he does is lawful: for to ſuch a 
perſon, till he have a full aſſurance trom 
a certain knowledge that it 15not, it is ſin, 
becauſe for ought he knows it may be fo; 
and the Rule tells him he is to abſtain 
from the very appearance of evil; and 
Reaſon tells him, 7atum eſt errare a dex- 
tra, it is the beſt to err on the right hand 
by abſtaining fromrthat, which I am not 
fully aſſured of, but it may be ſinful: and 
for this very reaſon the ſame Apoſtle tells 
us, that the occaſion of thoſe miitakes 


in the Church, about eating things of- | 


fered in ſacrifice to Idols, proceeded trom 
a want of this knowledge : Zowbeit, faith 
he, there is not in every man this know- 
ledge ; and tor want of this, he tells them, 
their conſciences were weak ; that 1s, their 
minds were doubtful, and ſome were of 
one perſuaſion, others of another about 
If. 

So that knowledge being of the Ef- 
ſence of Conſcience, and certainty being 


of the Eſſence of knowledge, it follows, | 


that Conſcience properly ſo called, can- 
not be exerciſed, but about ſuch things 
as are certainly known, and theretore 


abſolutely neceſſary to be believed or 


f Gone ; 
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done ; which plainly ſhews theunwar- 
rantable doQtrine and-prattice of fome 
men, who impoſe many things upon 
People as indiſpenfible matter of Confci- 
ence, which in their own nature admit of 
the greateſt doubt and uncertainty, and 
which they have no lawful authority to 
eſtabliſh; as obligatory to the Minds and 
Conſciences of Men. 

But to confirm this, Secondly, let us: 
examine the manner of operation .and 
ating of Conſcience in all Men: Now 
the excerciſe of Conſcience, conſiſts in 
theſe two things : Firſt, I inquire with 
my ſelf whether I have done what I 
ought, or abſtained from what I ought ? 
Secondly, I inquire, If I havedone or ab- 
ſtained as F ought, whether I have done 
it after that manner, and with thoſe due 
circumſtances as I ought? Now in both 
theſe operations, the neceſlity of them 
is the Rule, and the foundation of that 
neceſſity, is my certain knowledge that 
they are ſo: for thus I judge, I have done 
this, becauſe I certainly know.in obedi- 
ence to the Rule, I ought to doit: IT have 
abſtained from that, becauſe I certainly 
know, that I ought of neceſlity not to do 
it: Thavedone it after this manner, be-' 
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cauſeI am certainly aſſured that this was 
according to the way directed by my 
Rule ; therefore my Conſcience, that is 
my power of judging my felt, pronoun- 
ces for me, that have done right and 
well : and then my Mind or Conſcience 
being fatisfied, I am at eaſe and quiet 
within my ſelf; and this 1s called a good 
Conſcience , or peace of Conſcience. On 
the contrary, when I have done either 
what I certainly know I ought not, or but 
doubt I ought not to have done ; or 0- 


mitted what I am aſſured I ought to have | 


done; or where I have not done what] 
ought todo, according as I ought to have 
done it, for the manner of pertormance, 
with all due circumſtances; my Conſci- 
ence tells me, I have not done well, or ac- 
cording to my knowledge, and therefore 
my mind is unquiet and unſatisfied, 
haunted with guilt of the evil, and terri- 
fied with the teartul expectation of pu- 
niſhment; and this is called an evil Con- 
ſcience, or to ſpeak more properly, a Con- 
ſeience of evil, Butit there be no com- 


. mand to act, or to abſtain, nor any di- 


rections for the manner and circumſtan- 
ces of my Actions, I find no certainty of 
knowledge, and ſono abſolute neceſſity 
within 
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within my ſelf to act, or not to act; to 
abſtain, or not to abſtain ; or if I do any 
ſuch a&tion where I am lett at liberty, I 
find no neceſſity of doing it this way, 
or the other , but am lett to my own 
freedom, becauſe I have no certainty 
of knowledge from the Rule to deter- 
mine me: ſo that if I do it, my Con- 
ſcience does not accuſe me; if I do it 
not, I find no uneaſie guilt to fit heavy 
upon my mind for the neglect; and 
what way ſoever I perform it, {till my 
mind is at, peace and quiet with it ſelt; 
and all becauſe there is no certainty of 
knowledge from the Rule, and there- 
tore no neceſſity or determination, and 
ſo by plain con{equence, no part of the 
dominion of Conſcience, tor this neceſlity 


of knowledge is the Law of Conſcience, Rom.4.15. 


and where there is no Law, there can be 
10 tranſgreſſion, no obligation, nor aftli- 
cting guilt. 

Let not any perfon now think, that I 
have ſtraitned the Dioceſs of this Uni- 
verſal Biſhop, or, to. ſpeak without ot- 
fence, this Overſeer of the World ; for 
thus far his proper and abſolute Jurit- 
diction does extend it felt: But Co- 
feience has likewiſe a collateral domi- 
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nion over all indifferent Actions, . which 
is thus. All our A&tions which may be 
done, or not done, without fin on either 
part, are called Indiffterent : As for ex- 
ample, If ior my health or pleafure I de. 
ſign to take the Air, it is indifterent whe- 
ther I ride, or walk, or whether I go 
into that fair Field, or this freſh Mea- 
dow. Now all theſe actions, though 
in their own Nature free and indifte- 
rent, have yet this neceſlity upon 
them, that they ought to carry a 
reſpeC&t to the forementioned great de- 
ſigns of Gods glory, and the happi- 
neſs of the Univerſe, and theretore 
ought to be addreſſed to thoſe ends and 
managed accordingly : and i any in- 
different a&tion does not in ſome mea- 
ſure contribute to theſe ends, I am 
bound in Conſcience not to do it; 
Which ſeems to be the reaſon of the 
great ſeverity our Saviour pronounces 
againſt idle words, not onely ſuch as 
are contrary to thoſe ends, .but ſuch as 
by their being uncapable of contribu- 
ting to thoſe great deſigns, are there- 
fore ſinful and unlawful, becauſe uſe- 
leſs and unprofitable. Thus for me to 
ride or walk to take the benefit 4” _ 
0 "] | re 
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freſh and free air, though 1n its own 
nature free, and left to my choice; yet 
1 have this obligation upon me, that 
I ought to chooſe that part, which ei- 
ther trom my own, or better judgments, 
may be thought moſt proper, and - 
conducive to my health, that fo I may 
bein a better capacity to praiſe and glo- 
rife my: Creator, for, and by the ad- 
vantage of health; ſtrength, vigour, and 
alacrity of Mind and Body ; and that 
by theſe I may be enabled, both for 
my own part, to participate of the 
bountiful happineſs, which kind Hea- | 
ven has ſo plentifully beſtowed upon 
this life; and alſo, that I may be in a 
better capacity to promote and advance 
the happineſs of my fellow Creatures, ſo 
taras my power does extend it ſelf: 
and theretore in order to thts, I am 
not to be injurious to any perſon, nor 
in taking the Air, to ride or walk 
over the eared Corn, or full grown 
Meadows; and all this nat onely out 
of an obligation to Humane Laws, or 
for fear of an Aion of Treſpaſs, a 
Clauſum fregit, or Pedibus ambulands ; 
but for Conſcience fake, becauſe I am 
boynd by the Rule, to do good to all, 

| D 4 but 


40 The True Liberty and Chap. VI. 


i———_— 


but injury to none. And this truly 
explains the meaning of St. Paul, in 
| Cor. 16. thoſe two places, Whether ye eat or 
31, drink, or whatſoever ye do, let all be 
done for the glory of God. And, What- 
mom. 14. ſoever is not of faith, 1s fin : that is, 
"1 Whatſoever indifferent a&tion I do, ] 
ought to have a tull aſlurance, that it is 
not contrary, but conducive to this great 
deſign of theglory of God, 1n the happi- 
neſs of the Creation. | 


CHAP, VI, 
The occaſion of thoſe Differences _— z, 
s 


about matters of Conſctence, proceeds from 
the miſtake of Opinion, and private perſua- 
ſion for Conſcience, What Opinion 1, and 
Perſuaſion? and how they differ from Con- 
ference ? | 


TT Hus far T think it is clear what 
Conſcience 1s, and how far its 

proper Dominion does extznd. Now 
that Conſcience thus rightly under- 
ſtood, does univerſally and abſolutely 
oblige all men, I cannot think there 
are any will make the leaſt ſcruple; 
-pnleſs it be ſuch, whoſe Conſciences 
| are 
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are ſeared with an hot Iron, and given 
up to that unthinking ſence, which the 
Apoſtle y_ of; and to thoſe who 
are paſt feeling, I do not addreſs my 
ſ:f, or this Diſcourſe. But the mil- 
fortune of our Age does not lic in this 
particular; we may have ſome of thoſe 
who. have no Conſcience ;: but we have 
multitudes . of - others, who are ſo far 


from having none, that they are all 


Conſcience, who ſtrain at every Gnat, 
and make every thing a ſcruple and 
matter of Conſcience in the ſtricteſt 
fenſe: I do heartily. wiſh, whilſt they 
do ſo, that they do not ſwallow ma- 
ny a Camel, and in the end make 
ſhipwrack of true Faith, Charity , 
and by confequence, of a good Con- 
ſcience. For ſuch as theſe are, were 
theſe Papers intended, with all Chriſti- 
an tenderneſs and compaſlion:;. if poſſi- 
ble to give then. a -right underſtand- 
ing of what is ſo infinite dear and ten- 
der to them; -for to my certain know- 
ledge, - as. by! much - experience, and 
frequent | conferences with". many of 
them, Þ am able to affirm, . moſt. of this 
fort of People, who pretend to be acted 
by.. Conſcience in every thing, are not 
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yetable to give a tollerable account what 


Conſcience is: *Tis ſomething within 


them, but they know not what: ſome of 
them, Iam confident, are ſo ſtupid, as to 
believe it to be ſome living thing within 
them, diſtin from both Soul and Body, 
And T remember a Quaker, to whom[ 
put the Queſtion a little haſtily, What 
was Conſcience 2 after he had ſhewn his 
great ſurprize and ignorance, by being in 
every joynt a Quaker, and the firſt that 
ever I faw do the trick, he very confi- 
dently, as well as blaſphemouſly told 
me, it was the Spirit of the Lord. Tde- 
manded if hemeant the Zoly Ghoſt, the 
Third Perſon in the Bleſſed 7 rinity 2 To 
which he anſwered, Tea. Which makes 


Mme fear, that more, wha are not of his 


perſuaſion, yet may be of his ſenſe, and 


| believe what they call Conſcience with- 


Mm them, to be ſome Omnipotent thi 
= which every thing ought to bow and 
obey. 
| There have been, and will be in all 
Ages, ſome men who doill, witha de- 
ſign and knowledge of doing ill: others 
there are, who doill, with a deſignof 
doing well: to both theſe it is, that 
ye may aſcribe thoſe unhappy diviſions 
CTIDE FL mangh 
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amonſt us, under the pretence of Con- 


ſcience. And had they taken half that 


pains and care rightly to inſtru&t People 
what Conſcience is, that they have done, 
poſitively to tell them, This 1s matter of 
Conſcience , and that no man can do 
with a-ſafe Conſcience ; whilſt in truth, 
they were either ,not matter of .Cqnſci- 
ence, ina ſtrict and proper ſenſe.;. or if 
they were, they were ſuch matter. of 
Conſcience, as-4ll people were-obliged 
to att in, contrary to both their Dotrine 
and Practiſe ; I ſay, had they dohe- this 
which was their Duty, they .might have 
done God good ſervice, and promoted 
our common happineſs, by ;Peace, Unity, 
and Charity : which now, to the :great 
diſhonour and decay of Chriftian Relt- 
gion and true Piety, and irreparable-muf- 
chiefs in our Politick capacities, are al- 
moſt grown ſtrangers -amangſt us, - For 
whoſoever ſhall; without partiality, con» 
ſider the affairs of theſe Nations, forthis 
laſt Century, ſhall find, That Tiberty of 
Conſcience has introduced amongſt us:the 
Synagogue of the Libertines , which 
now has more Votaries than the trueRes 
ligion, and all others put together. 
*+ There are two things which: of Ko 
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have been obtruded upon us, ( whe. 
ther  ignorantly or malicioufly, God 
he knows ) under the ſpecious name of 
Conſcience; and theſe are, Opinion and 
Perſuaſion : To this luckleſs Mother, 
and fatal Daughter, we ow all tho 
diviſions, that ſtrife, thoſe bitter envy- 
ings, debate, variance, and in truth, 
all thoſe intollerable miſchiefs ; under 
which, both Church and State: have, 
for many years, ſo heavily groan'd, 
and ſo deeply ſuffer d. Some men, it 
is to be feared, out . of Pride, Avarice; 
Ambition, or defire of Novelty, having 
embraced ſuch Opinions, as were mot 
ſuitable. to their private Intereſt ' or 
Deſigns , -- preſently 'uſurp Heaven's 
Royal Prerogative, ' and ſtamp theſe 
courſer Metalls with the Divine Im- 
preſs of Conſcience ;- which immediately 
makes them currant Coin amongſt vul- 
gar .and undiſtinguiſhing Judgments. 
Theſe Opinions, countenanced by the 
ſucceſs of numerous Diſciples, and 
warranted by zealous Defenders, and 
over-eager Promoters, grew amongſt 
many into firm Perſwaſions ; and ha- 
ving been rooted by long continuance, 
and naturalized by Cuſtom, then we 
| m 
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muſt be matters of Conſcience, then 
they muſt be obliging to all, and give 
indiſpenſible laws to all : then they are 
to be defended, and maintained with 
Life and Fortune, and ſupported with 
no leſs rigorous Penalties than Eternal 
Damnation, to all thoſe who will not tall 
down and worſhip this golden Image 
of Conſcience. 

T will therefore endeavour to ſhew, 
what Opinion, and what Perſuaſion are ; 
and how they differ from Conſcience ; 
bow far they do oblige; and wherein 
their lawful right and dominion, in the 
management of humane Actions do 
conſiſt. 

Let us act like Men and Chriſtians, 
with prudence and juſtice ; let us reader 
to Car the things that are Cxlars, and 
to GOD the things that are GODS; 
lt us not blindly, injuriouſly, and dan- 
geroufly, transfer the 7itle , Dignity, 
Power, and Supremacy of Conſcience, the 
immediate Yicegerent of our Almighty 
Sovereign, unto theſe two Z/ſurpers, Who 
in reality, are but his Subjets. | 

[ will begin theretore with Opinzos, 
as being the elder of the two: And 
that you may know, that it is far jnte- 
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rior untoCoxſczence, this is the deſcripti- 
on which the learnedi Aquinas gives of 
it, Opinio eſt. diſpoſitio ad Scientiam, itis 
a diſpoſition to Knowledge ; that is, Opz- 
ion is an imperfe&t degree of Know. 
ledge, where itill there is a.liberty to 
doubt or ſupe& that this or that Opini- 
on, may not be exactly true; As for Ex- 
ample, that the Su ſhines at high Noon, 
this is demonſtrative knowledge ; but 
becauſe the Suu when it ſhines., does 
communicate both light and heat ; that 
therefore the Sun is a vaſt Globe of Fire, | 
this is but Opinion ;: becauſe it may be 
fo, and it may not be ſo. Or that the 
Moon is peopled with Inhabitants, is 
but Opinion , becauſe being capable of 
doubt; I can have no way to aſcertain 
my ſelf, of the truth of either of thele, 
whether. in reality, the Su» be a Ball of 
Flame, or the Mooy another habitable 
Region: ſo that Opinion is that privats 
judgment which a Man makes of things 
pr actions which are of an. indifferent 
nature, without any certainty of know- 
ledge, where he wants the aſliſtance'ot 
fome rule or way, and means, to attain 
to ſuch. a certainty. And that I may 
Not give only inſtances of — , 

thus, 
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thus, that there is fach a place as Hell, 
the reſidence of the damned, is a matter 
of knowledge, as being of Divine Re- 
zelation, beſides that it is founded upon 
the reaſon of rewards and puniſhments 
ina future eſtate : But whether the Fire 
of Hell be material, or figurative, or 
both, theſe are matters of Opzn70n; and 
it is indifferent to believe either or 
both, becauſe I am not poſitively direC&t- 
ed to believe either of them, more 
than the other ; neither if I do believe 
one of them, rather than the other, 
is any other Man obliged to believe 
it, upon my affirmation of one = 
to be my Opinion ; but 1s ſtill left at 
his liberty, fo he believe any, to follow 
that part of the Opinion, which to him 
appears moſt probable; and the reaſon 
is, becauſe I want a certain Rule to de- 
termine me, there being no Divine Re- 
velation of it, nor any way or means to 
attain to a demonſtrative knowledge 
ofit; and further, in its own nature it 
appears indifferent , whether thoſe in- 
ternal Flames be material, or figurative, 
or both ; ſince whatſoever they are, God 
Almighty is thereby able to accompliſh 
his deſign, which 1s the puniſhment - 
rne 
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the fallen Angels, and ſuch of mankind, 
as muſt there be eternally miſerable and 
tormented, becauſe they would not ac- 
cept of happineſs upon Gods terms and 

conditions. Dy 
Come we now from Opinion, to Per- 
ſuafion ; which as betore was ſaid, is the 
_ Child of Opinion: and is nothing more 
but that belief, which a man embraces 
of any Opinion in indifferent things or 
ations, which are undetermined, by 
any certain way, or rule of knowledge, 
where the mind follows that part whuch 
appears moſt probable and likely tobe 
true ; ſo that in Perſuaſion, as well as 
Opinion, there 1s no abſolute certainty 
of knowledge to determine the mind, 
only Men fit down with that as a deter- 
mination for the preſent, which carries 
the faireſt appearance of Truth, and 
with that reſt fatisfied; though {till 
they reſerve to themſelves a liberty to 
change their Fudgment and Perſuajn, 
fo ſoon as a clearer evidence, or bctter 
way to find out the Truth about which 
they 'are uncertaiu, offers it ſelf unto 
them. Thus to one Man, the flames 
of Hell appear moſt probably to be ma- 
terial fire, becauſe the Bodies * the 
| 41N» 


wy, © P*»y EY t, a , om . 


pay oa Od 


| Chap. VI » 0 Domanion of Conſcience. _—_ 


damned, as wellas their Souls, muſtbe 
there moſt exquiſitely tormented; and 
for that purpoſe, he thinks this ſort of 
fire moſt proper ; and therefore that part - 
of the Op:nion,: paſſes witli him into his 
Perſuafid#. To another, who conſiders 
that the condetnned Spirits, -and Souls 
of Men which are of an immaterial fub- 
ſtance, mult there be puniſhed as well as 
their Bodies, a figurative Fire appears 
moſt probable; and thar is his Perfeofon. 
To a third; ,who :confiders, that both 
Souls, Bodies, and the wicked Spirits, 
muſt have their ſhare of pain and tor- 
ment, both a figurative and material Fire 
ſeem moſt agreeable to the deſign, and 
therefore that is his Perſnafton. | 
So that the difference between Opi#ion' 
and Perſuaſion, ſeems tobe no more than 
this, whiPſt I embrace; with an-equal 
indiflerence, either part of a doubrful. 
thing, it is-but Oprznionv. When from 
thegreater probability, I paſsto a deter- 
mination of my mind, then it 15 my par- 
ticular Perſuaſtor. | | 
The difference between matter of 
Conſcience, and matter of Opinion, or 
Perſnafion is That what is matter of 
Conſeience ; is always certainly _ | 
Sl, E an 
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and therefore abſolutely. neceſlary tobe 
believed or done, or abſtained--froni; 
What is matter of Opzntor ,1.or Per {us 
for, is not clearly and certainly known, 
but admits of doubting, and therefore 
is not abſolutely neceſſary, but in its 
_ nature indifferent to be believed or 
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| CHAP. VI 
How far Men are obliged by Opinion, or pri- 
vate Perſuaſion ; and what influence theft 
have upon Humane Affairs. | 


Aving now ſhewn what: Conſczence, 
Opinion, and Perſuaſion : are, and; 

how they difter one from another ;, it 
follows in the next place, that we ſhew: 
how far theſe two laſt do oblige any: 
perſon in the management of, humane; 
Actions relating to Divinity. ' ', :. | 
. Firſt therefore, every Man is obliged 
by his private Opinion, or, Perſuaſion, ON: 
ly in things indifferent in their own- nas: 
ture,. and undetermined; which is the 
proper ſphere of their aCtivity, to a, or 
not to act ; to believe, or:nat; to believe 
ſolar asinafting or belieying , . he does: 
"- | by h | not 


\. 4 
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not. contradift a known Rule of Conſci- 
ence, Which is an abſolutely neceſlar 

Duty. Now the great and general Rule 
of all our Faith and Actions, being Gods 
Glory, and, in order to that, by our Obe- 
dience to. his Commands to that pur- 
poſe, to promote.the happineſs of the 
Univerſe, on here and hereafter, it i 
very eaſie for any perſon, in any part o 

his Belief , or fone” his Adions = 
ſke whether they have a reſpect to. theſe 
ends; for if they have not, they cers 
tainly croſs the great deſign and.inten- 
tion of our Almighty Creator , to, whoſe 
Will we. owe all ready Obedierice; and 
then, by neceſſary conſequence, they 
become abſolutely unlawful. . /Thus ſup- 
poſeT am of Cpiniegr is very; good and 
religious confiderations ,, that: I, ought 
to keep one day mn. the week a yoluntary 
day of Faſting. ior, Abſtinence, and I 
chople. Manday 35.98 . ndiflerens, fay' 


lam obliged by my own. private. terſua- 


-v- 


. 


have any ;influence to ob! 6.0 1s.to 
do ſo, who are.nqt of the ſame, Perſua- 


fon to keep thar ,"day 19; but, newher 
my . Perſuaſion ,, nor Evamg __ 
1 


for, with:me : But if either a., Com- 
mand from my lawful Superiors; forbid 
wi 2 _ ©. 
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me Abſtinence on that day, or enjoyn it 
to be obſerved as a Feſf#val; or if 'I ind, 
that by Faſting I impaif my health'vr 
ſtrength, Iamthen obliged to obſerveir 
no longer as a day of Faſting, becauſe 
then my private Perfuafion would croſss 
certain known Rule of Conſcience , by 
diſobedience to lawfal Authority, And 
I ſhould alfobe injurious, both to'my {4f, 
and, it may be, to many others, who may 
have a dependance npon my life and 
well-being ; whereby I ſhould a& con- 
trary to the Wil of God, who would 
have me, by all lawful and prudent ways 
and means, to promote my own Happi- 
neſs even in thus life ; andall rheirs, with 
whom TI have a Concern, fo far as Iam 
ableby juſt and honeſt endeavors. 
Secondly, every Mans private Opinion 
and Perſuaſion obliges' him ſo far, asin 
the determination of his Belief , and 
Actions, it fofows the better, more fire; 
and warrantable part. Now the better, 


 andmore warrantable part of our judg- 


ment and determination in indifferent 
things and. ations, is firſt, that which 
has the Confent, Judgment, Approbati- 


.on, Exam y% or Practice of the beſt 


Mes, in all Ages, as neareſt ro the necef- 


ſary 


>a 
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fary Rule of Life and ACtions. But be- 
cauſe this cannot ſo eaſily be known, or 
found out, eſpecially by the unlearned 
and ordinary ſort of "m_ who have 
neither opportunity nor ability to diſcq- 
ver what the Judgment and Practice of 
the beſt Men in _—_ Ages has been, 
by ſearching the Hiſtories and ancient 
Records of former Times ; therefore 
ſecondly, that is the better, more ſure, 


and warrantable part of our Judgment, 


in indifferent matters of Opinion or Per- 
ſuafion, whieh follows the judgment of 
Charity, Peace, Unity, and, by ſo doing, 
contributes moſt to Gods glory, by pro- 
moting the happineſs of all Men, both 
here and hereafter : for theſe are univer-: 
fal Rules, and known Commands, and 
therefore neceſlary to be obſerved, being 
given us for the guidance and tnanage- 
ment of our Actions in general. Now 
there is no Man that has the free uſe of 
his Reaſon, and will make uſe of it, but 
may eaſily diſcover, whether any of his 
Actions are agreeable, or contrary ta 
theſe Rules, and this great End. 

So that it appears plainly, how difie- 
rent the Obligation of Conſcience is, from 
that of Opinion, or Private Perſuaſton. 
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Conſcience obliges all Men; always, at all 
times, and in all places, univerſally and 
abſolurely, they being known, evident, 
and certain Duties, which are thereby 
commanded; Oprnion and Perſuaſion 
oblige only ſome private Perſons, in 
ſome Caſes, and at ſome Times, and ne. 
ver further than they have a juſt reſpe 
to ſome general Rules of Conſcience, in 
regard they are not ſo certainly known, 
but that they may admit of Doubt, and 
have a poſſibility of being other than 
they appear, or ought tobe, 
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CHAP. VII 


The Differences betwixt the Church of England, 
* and all Diſſenters, brought into Examination, 
by the forementioned Rules of Conſcience, 
Opinion and Perſuaſion, 


s A we fit, or RGC®ﬀfoares bank ogy pa Rs 


T is a Divine, as well as Mathemati- 

cal Truth, Refum eſt menſura ſui & 
obliqui, a rigfit Line ſhews both its own 
{traightneſs, and the crookedneſs of that 
which is- oblique : Having therefore 
ſhewn this Rale of Truth, and which 1 
have not in the leaſt endeavoured -to 
15:34 | warp 
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warp or bend, fo as to fit any private or 
ſiniſter deſign of my own, or of any 
Party , 'let is now 'lay it tothe Work, 
and -1t will quickly diſcover, : who. are 
the Workmen - that need not be aſhamed , * 7'*:2- 
who tave rightly divided the Word of: _ 4 
Truth ; and have built upon that good "2,13, 
foundation, Gold, Silver, precious Stones; © 
in beauty far ſuperior to the' poliſhed cord 
ners of the Temple : And who are they 
that have builr Straw, Hay, and Stub- 
ble, ſuch combuſtibleſtuff, as has fet the 
vlorious Fabrick of the Church into 
flames of Contextion, and which, to the 
loſs of the Builders, muſt be burnt up; 
though they "themſelves may be faved, 
ſo as by fire, provided they did it igno- 
rantly, and not of malicious wickedneſs, 
yet their work mult periſh. - © 

We will therefore confider the moſt 
material, and chief things, which are in 
difference amongſt us, and, by an 1mpar- 
tial applying of this Go/den -Rute of Con- 
ſcience, ſee who comeneareſt the Truth 
and Right. a WORE X's | 

I do- purpoſely avoid-"the :knotty 
Queſtions of | Divinity,” and the-ditferent; 
Opinions about them, in regard, that 
theſe may * be-giverſly believed and ' 
| E 4 mains 
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on ; and] know there are, and: have been 
many eminent Men in the Church of 
God, who haye wholly differ'd in their 
judgments, about ſome abſtruſe Pointy 
of Divinity, withaut prejudicing the 
Peace and nity either of the Church or 
State: in regard they defended them 
only as their private Perſuafions, and 
were both too modeſt, prudent, and cha- 
ritably honeſt, to diſturb the Peace and 
Quiet of the Church or State, by endea- 
youring to impoſe their particular judg- 
ments in things not clear and evident, 


gs neceſlary Doftrines of Faith, or 


Praftice, upon the Conſciexces of all other 
Men. | 


The main and grand Differences be- 
tween the Church of England, and all 
thoſe who have ſeparated themſelves 
from her Communion, ſo farasI amable 
to diſcover by the Writings of the ſeveral 
Partzes, arecither about the Government 
it felf, or about the circumſtances and 
manner of Worſhip. 

That there ought to þe Government in 
the Church, T ſuppoſe all Parties will 
readily acknowledge , becauſe a great 
Apoſtle tells us, God zs the God of Order 

"A | LE 
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and not of Confuſion, in all the Churches 
of God; by which 1t is plain, that that 
is no Church of God, which isnot under 
Government; or Which countenances.C ox- 
fufon; and therefore the ſame Apoſtle 
abſolurely commands, Z7hat all things 
be done decently, and with Order. The 
thing that is complained of, is, 'That: 
this way of Government, by the Epiſco- 
pal Hierarchie, being no where in plain, 
and poſitive- Words, and Commands , 
thus ſet down, ordered, and eſjabliſhed 
in Scripture, whieh is the Rule of Con- 


ſcience, therefore it ought not tobe im- 


poſed tyrannically and umperiouſly, upon 
en of weak and tender Conſciences ; 
eſpecially, when another , and better 
way of Government, more agreeable to 
the Scriptures, and Primitive funplicity 
of the Goſpel, is now found out, and dif- 
coyered, For though Government, in 
its own Nature be abſolutely. neceſjary, 
yet where God does not interpole any 
poſitive Command, or Directions, as he 
did concerning the Jewiſh Church, there 
this or that Governwent axe equally in- 
different, and the þeſt 1s to þe choſen 
gnd preferred before the reſt. iT 1," 
Hoy weak-a Plea agd:Refige this bh 

0 
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to call for and expeCt plain and expreſs 
Words, Commands, or Directions trom 
Scripture for every thing we do or be- 
lieve, every Man mult acknowledge 
who does but confder, that we owe 
even the Belief of ſome of the Articles 
of our Faith to conſequences from Scrip- 
tare , andnot to plain, poſitive, and ex- 
prefs words : As for Example, that of 
the Myſtery of the Glorious Trinity in 
nity, three Perſons, but one God ; which 
words are not to be found 1n all the 
HToly Canon. How much more unrea- 
ſonable is it then, to expe&t expreſs 
Words and Commands of. Scripture. tor 
Government inthe Church, which is of a 
far more inferior Concern than #azth 2 
And how dangerous a matter it 'is, to 
admit of this Propoſition, That nothing 
2s to be believed or done, for which there 
cannot be brought a clear aud poſitive place 
of Scripture , let all Chriſtians judge: 
And whether, if it were as heartily pra- 
Qtiſed, as it is by ſome Men vigorouſly 

reſt, it would not root out the very 
oundation of all Religion 2 | 
— Butwewill joyn iflue with them up- 
on the Point, and give them a fair tryal 
at the Bar of Conſcience, their own 
| Judge, 


hoe 
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Fudge , upon. their own. A ſe Geka. ——_ 


theretore Government , being undeter- 
mined by Sc:7pture, be indifterent whe- 
ther this or that ; and the beſt to be 
preferred ; How ſhall ic be determined, 
and by what Authority, which way of 
Government in the Church 1s the beſt? 
For till there be ſuch a determination, 
as before has been” made appear, it can 
be no more than Private Opinion , and 
therefore can lay no more O#/zgation up- 
on any Mans Conſcience to yield Obe- 
dience to it, than any other particular 
Perſuaſion does, which can only oblige 
thoſe who are of the fame Perſuaſion, 
and only ſo long as they continue ſo, and 
no longer, nor any others who are not 
ſo perſuaded ; and therefore by the Rule 
of Liberty of Conſcience, are free, and 
ought not to be impoſed upon, for fear 
of wounding their tender Conſciences ; 
which is the dire& and ready way to 
have as many ſeveral Governments and 


 diftin&t Churches, as there are Men of 


ſeveral Minds and Perſuafions about 
which is the Beſt ; it being certain, that 
if Men be left to their /iberty, every Man 
abounding in his own ſence, will eſteem 
beſt of his own way , and according 


to. 


 TheTrae Liberty and Chap. VII. 


to the Proverb, Every Crow will think 
his own Bird faireſt ; which , in plain 
Exgliſh, at laſt muſt amount to Anar. 
chy, inſtead of nity ; and Confufion, in 
the room of that Decency and Order 
which God expedtts and requires in all 
His Churches. For the Scriptures leave 
it in ſuſpence, and at leaſt are ſilent as 
to moſt particularities of Government, 
there being no more plain and expreſs 
words for any ſort of Government, 
which any of the Diſſexters would eſta- 
bliſh, than there are for that againſt 
which they contend ; and all. Parties 
will plead the Scriptures, ſpeak as much, 
or more, for their way of Government, 
than for any other. 

' Let us therefore try who will have 
the advantage, 'and bid faireſt for ſucha 
. determination, as ſhall oblige all mens 
Conſciences, according to the foremen- 
tioned Rules, how any indifferent mat- 
ters of Opinion or Perſuafion ( ſuch as 
the Queſtion in diſpute muſt be, accord- 
___ they have ſtated it) become ne- 
cellary and obligatory to all mens Con- 
ſciences. | 

\ Firſt therefore, we have reaſon to 
believe, that the way af Government 

now 
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now eſtabliſh'd in the Chureh of Z»g- 
land, is the beſt, becaufe we find it does 
not contradict any known Rule' os 
poſitive Command of Secriptare'; bur, 
on the contrary, all its Commands, Di- 
reftions, Doarine , and Praftice, ate 
founded upon, and: derived, if not front 
plain words, ( as moſt of themare ): yet 
from: moſt evident fence; and: comfequen- 
ces of Scripture ;5 which, as before was 
intimated concerning the: Articles of 
Faith, areas obligatory to Cotifcience, us 
Scripture itſelf... FROSTE ; 
Secondly, This way of Govermnent, 
as it is now eſtabliſhed, appears ts:fo 
low the better, more ſure and warranta- 
ble part of onr Judgment, in-indiffexent 
things, ſo as to make them become ob- 
liging, and that in both its branches ; 


viz. Firſt; it" is' agreeable tothe Jullgs 


ment, Approbation, Example, and Pra- 
Riſe of the beſt-men in kf Ages, from 
the Apoſtolick times, as will be evident 
to all, who ſhall, without partialiry, -pe- 
ruſe the Scriptures themielves:,- where 
there are many-not imperfe&traves. and 
footſteps of this way of Government; 
ſo far eſtabliſhed, as the Powers of this 
Heathen Governments, who: then __ 


— 
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all ' the. Civil and- Temporal .Jurif- 
diction would permit. But there is 
4 whole Gloud of Witneſſes, for it, in 
the univerſal confent, prattiſe, appro- 
bation , and defence, of all thoſe holy 
men from the Apoſtles. times ; who 
though not divinely inſpired , yet were 
men of ſuch eminent Integrity and Pi- 
ety, as would not permit them to. writs 
any thing direaly contrary to the Pri- 
mutive itruth, which ſome.of them did 
immediately receive from. the. mouths 
of the Apoſtles and Diſciples: of our 
Lord; Non. many of them were ſuch, as 
by Martyrdom did, with their deareſ 
blood, ſet their Seals to the teſtimony, of 
Jeſus. -Such who lived in thoſe. Ages, 
before Rome and her Biſhops ever thougit 
of uſurping the Title:;of Tniverſal; 
and therefore cannot be ; thought guilty 
of any combination with-them: , in_6 
recting or impoſing this way of Goverys 
anent upon the Chriſtian World. Sev 
condly-, 'The Determination of the 
Judgment, that this way ef Govern: 
ment is the beſt ; follaws. the better'; 
more fſyre and warrantable. part , ':vz; 
the Judgment. of Charity, :Peace:;;-an 


q 
Unity >. Chatity, with:the firſt , beſt 
vo and ]. 
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and paſt Apes of the Church ,-whoall 
lived and. dyed . under Obedience: fo 
this way.of Government ; of all which 

orious Martyrs, Saints, and Con- 
eſfors;, it were the moſt uncharitable 
opinion to judge and condemn them, 
as being; guilty of. living and dying..in, 
defending , maintaining, . and : practi= 
ſinga way of Government altogethey 
unagreeable and contrary to the Word 
and Will of God; as all Diſlenters 
would, perſuade the World, whilſt 
they tell them, rhis Government! is. un- 
lawful: and; Antichriſtian. .: It: follows 
likew:ſe-:Peace and.: Unity ,;both with 
that part of the Church which! 15. now: 


Triuniphant., and:iwith the Univerſal 


Chyrch;. Militant, over all. the. World; 
who, except ſome | few; of the Diſciples 
of Catvir, all agreean this way:.of Go» 
vernnient.— =ilins bit 1 1 IT 

:Laftly,, We have; reaſon-: to, chebbve 
this way of Government tobe: the: beſt} 


1niregard that-it; does, 'mwore- i than-any 


other whatſoever } S | yr the» ar 
deſigns of the glory. of Almighty; Gqdy 
and the happineſs of mankind; here, 


order to. their eternal I hereaf. 
ter ;-followirig herein the DoEtine, 
Commands, _ Example of the blefſed 
Jefiis, and his holy Apoſtles, without 
_— to the right hand | or .to the 
| 
Beſides, We have: other! very f 
inducements to perſuade us , that this 
Government in the Ghurch i is the beft, 
as being that which by Gods own ap- 
| pan and approbation, was efts- 
in the very Infancy of the 
Church , by the Divinely . infpired 
Apoſtles; and = this belief, theſe 4- 
monegſt many others, are v obable 
and-perſuaſive Reaſons. Ie, 
Firſt, The great bleſſings which God 
has imparted to the World under this 
way. of Government by Epiſcopacy ; tor 
it is notoriouſly known, that all the 
World, which did embrace the Chriſti- 
an Faith, received itwith, and from this 
Government. 


| Secondly, which ib very remarkable, 
and:2 confirmation of .the former ; It is 


zhpolſible to find any Church, which 
wears an ancietit Name, and pretends 
ro be of PrimitiveiConverſion to the 
Faitly of Chriſt, but how much _ 
they 
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they may have degenerated in other 
things, yet {till they retain this way of 
Government : witneſs the Roman, Greek, 
Armenian,and even the barbarous Ruſſian 


'and Arhiopian Churches, who though 


in other matters they ditter as wide in 
Opinion, as in Climate, which, accord- 
ing to the Adage, is ?oto Celo; yet inthis: 
they do all moſt harmoniouſly agree, 
retaining both the Name, Dignity, and 
Office of Biſhops, as the Governours 
of the Church amongſt them : And I do 

not know any one thing, except the 
Canon of the Holy Writings, which 

contain the Fundamentals ot our Faith, . 
which Heaven has appeared ſo ſolicitous 

to preſerve unaltered and uncorrupted, 
as this way of Government in the whole 

Chriftian World. 

Laſtly, This very argument, which 
with ſo much pomp and triumphant 
ſolemnity , is perpetually, by all Diſ- 
ſenters, urged as invincible and unan- 
ſwerable, if it be well examined, will 
depoſe plainly for Epiſcopacy, and that 
there is no poſitive Rule or Command. 
in Scripture for it, is as ſtrong, and, it. 
may be, a more powertul argument for 
it, than they who make uſe of it are 

aware 


a 66 The True Liberty and Chap. VIII. 


aware of. And the true Reaſon why 
in Scripture there 1s no more faid to 


juſtifie it, with the higheſt probability, 


may be believed to be,becauſe with a Ne- 


mine contradicente, it was by an unqueſti- ' 


oned conſent acknowledged by all thoſe, 


who did embrace the Chriſtian Faith; 
and there were none found then, nor in 
many Ages after, ſo impious or audacious 
to oppoſe or contradict it. And had 
there been any thing in the Government, 
either unreaſonable, or contrary to the 
will of God, the Jews and Heathens, 
whoſe hatred made them curiouſly in- 
quiſitive into whatſoever might appear 
a defect in Chriſtian Religion, would 
certainly, with their quick-ſighted ma- 
lice, have diſcovered it, the diſcovery 
of which would have imported as much 
as they did deſire, that was the ſubver- 
ſion of the Church from the very foun- 
dation. But ſo great was the Unity of 
the Chriſtians in this point, and ſo ex- 
cellent and irreprehenſible-did the Go- 
vernment appear, that in all the oppo- 
ſition Religion met withall, though not 
an Article of the Faith could efcape 
their cenſures, we do not meet with 
any thing againſt this way of Govern- 
ment z 
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ment ; and well it was there was then 
ſuch Unity : for could thoſe Enemies of 
our Religion have met with half thoſe 
diviſions, which now Chriſtians have 
made amongſt themſelves, they would 
certainly (without the aſſiſtance of a 
Miracle to preſerve it ) have improved 
them to the utter ruine of the Church, 
to which there is no Road leads ſo di- 
retly, as that which undermines the 
Government. In:ſhort, I do heartily 
wiſh, that all thoſe who are ſo zealouſly, 
it were well if I might not ſay furiouſly, 
bent and oppoſite againſt Root and 
Branch of Epiſcopacy, would conſider 
ſeriouſly at what they ſtrike, and whe- 
ther they do not really affront him, 


who, as the Root of it, is by St. Pezer 1 Per. 
ſtyled, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of *: *5: 


our Souls. 


—= 


CHAP. I 


The pretences of Diſſenters, that their ways of 
Government are the beſt, and to be preferred 
before Episſcopacy, examined and tried by the 
ſame Rules above-mentioned concerning indiffe- 
rent Things and Afions. 


Et us now ſee any other form of 
Government in the Church, 
whuch can make ſo fair, fo true, ſo juſt 
a plea for it ſelf as Epiſcopacy has done; 
whether Presbyterian, Independant, Ana- 
baptiſt, Quaker, or any other of what 
name or diſtintion ſoever, who diſlent 
from the Church of England, and flic 


from her Communion , upon the ac- 


count of the preſent Government by 

Biſhops. | 
Firſt, There is not any of theſe that 
can ſhew expreſs words, or commands 
of Scripture, for that way of Govern- 
ment, which they would introduce: 
And therefore they are unjuſt to us, 
whilſt they cry up their own way, and 
endeavour to impoſe it upon the world, 
as matter of Conſcience; ſince, as be- 
tore has been proved, nothing can 1 
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ſoin its-own nature, for which there is 
not a plain and poſitive command, or 
a natural and true conſequence from 
Scriptare the Rule of Conſcience. | 

Or admitting their Propoſition, That 
all Governments being in their own na- 
ture indifferent, and the beſt to be pre- 
terred ; how does theirs appear to be the 
beſt 2 I hope they are better reconciled 
to common Senſe, Reaſon, and Cuſtom, 
than to think their own Aflertion or 
Teſtimony ſufficient to convinee us that 
it 1s ſo; ſince the 'Son of God, who 


was Truth it ſelf, yet tells us, f 7 Joh. s. 3. 


bear witneſs of my ſelf, my witneſs is 
not true; that is, if he had no other wit- 
neſs: And therefore he refers the un- 
believing Jews to Fohn, whom all men 
accounted a Prophet ; to rhe Scriptures, 
which he bids them ſearch ; to Moſes, in 
whom they truſted ; and in another place, 
to his miracles and wonderful works, 
which they ſaw with their own eyes. 
Come we therefore to the common 
Rule; and it is no more but juſt, that 
they ſhould receive the ſame meaſure, 
and ſtand to-the determination of the 
ſame Judge, to whom they have made. 
their Appeal. 
F 3 In 
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In the ſecond place therefore, Every 
one of theſe ways of Government which 
they would eſtabliſh, with the ruine of 
the preſent, contradict a known Rule, 
nay, many plain Commands of Scrip. 
ture; for whilſt they go about to over. 
throw the old Government, and intro- 
duce a new One, they are dſobedzent to 
thoſe that have the rule over them, both 
in Church and State, whom they tound 
veſted with that Authority, and which, 
for any thing they are able to prove to 
the contrary, was of Gods own appoint- 
ment, for ſo ſaith St, Paul, The powers 
that be are ordained of God; even thoſe 
Heathen and truly Antichriſtian Powers : 
how much more then the Supporters 
and Defenders of the Chriſtian Faith ? 
They reſiſt an Authority 5 warranted 
with long: ſucceſſion, ſupported with 
many prudent and ancient Laws; Laws 
to which they themſelves, and their An- 
ceſtors, by their free Repreſentatives 
1n Parliament, had given their Vote and 
Suftrage; and therefore, by their own 
voluntary A& and Deed, ( and ſome of 
them by the ſtricter obligations of moſt 
Sacred and repeated Oaths ) they were 
bound with the ſtrongeſt ties of Con- 
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Chap. IX. 


ſcience to live under, in all dutytul obe- 


dience; which St. Paul enjoyns under 


the pain of Damnation, the ſevereſt of 
all the penalties God Almighty can 1in- 
flict upon Mankind : and therefore he 
tells them, they muſt needs be ſubjett 
for Conſcience ſake. | 

Thirdly, in their determination, that 
their way or form of Church Govern- 
ment is the beſt, they do not follow the 
better, more ſure and warrantable part 
of judgment in indifferent things. Let 
them ſhew us in all Antiquity, ( except 
ſome miſtranſlated places in the Erg/i/h 
New Teſtament, where Presbyters are 
falſly rendred _ the leaſt foot- 
ſteps, approbation, defence, or practice 
of any other manner of Government in 


the Church for this Sixteen hundred 


years.and upwards, beſides the Epiſco- 
pal; if they can do this, then they may 
awfully pretend, they do not overthrow 
the Old, but revive it, by overthrow- 
ing the New Model of Government ; 
but if they cannot, as I am ſure if it could 
have been done, we had heard it on both 
ſides of our ears long before this; let 
them dread the fearful doom which the 
wiſe Selomox pronounces againſt thoſe 

F 4 wha 


The T; ik Liberty and Chap. IX. 


who remove the ancient Land-marks, 
and are given to change ; for their cala- 
mity ſhall come ſuddenly, and who know- 
eth the ruine of them both 2 Both of thoſe 
who fear not God, becauſe they tear not 
their lawful King his Vicegerent ; but 
aregiven to.change, delighted with No- 

veltiesand Innovations. | 
Laſtly, this their determination 1s far 
from the judgment of Charity, Peace 
and Unity, either with the paſt or pre- 
ſent Ages ; and much turther from pro- 
moting the great deſigns of Gods glory, 
and the happineſs ot Mankind either 
here or hereafter, Let all Exrope wit- 
neſs this, faq Truth; and particularly 
theſe Britiſh Iſes, which by this beſt way 
of Government, of ancient A/bi0n, White 
and Happy, was changed into Aceldama, 
a diſmal Field*of Blood ; it were endleſs 
to recount what Wars, Rapine, Sacri- 
ledge, Deſolation and Confuſion, Blood- 
ſhed, and moſt unparalleFd Solemn Mur- 
der of Majeſty, the moſt ſacred thing on 
earth ; have been the effects of endea- 
vouring to ſet up, and eſtabliſh theſe 
new ways of Church Government. And 
wherever any of theſe new Diſciplines 
did preyail, they quickly verified the ' 
| Ob Advice 
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Advice of young Rhehoboam's hot-headed 
Counſellors, making their little Fingers, 
heavier than the Loins of Epiſcopacy : 
and changing the Whips, with which 
thoſe Reverend Fathers chaſtiſed ſuch 
as really deſerved it, into Scorpions , 
Axes and Halters ; nor did they ſpare 
either Lite or Fortune that ſtood 1n their 
way, or durſt oppoſe them: And this 
was the true reaſon , why even thoſe 
perſons, who were ſo violent againſt 
Root and Branch of Epiſcopacy, not- 
withſtanding their Solemn League and 
Covenant, yet their Wiſdom, Fear, or 
Policy, would never give them leave to 
eſtabliſh PresZytery, which they found 
a Government ſo impcrious, abſolute, 
and inſupportable. 

Nor is this fair and honeſt dealing, in 
Diſſenters ; to pretend that becaule all 
forts of Government are indifferent, 


therefore why ſhoyld not theirs be cho- 


ſen which is the beſt? when by experience 
we have found the contrary, and in the 
mean time not to allow ours a bare 1in- 
differency : but to perſuade their credu- 
lous Followers, with the greateſt conft- 
dence,that our way of government byBi- 
ſhops,is Popiſh,Vnlawful,& Antichriſtian, 
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Acts. 4.34: 


contrary to the Scriptures; and that 
their own way is agreeable to them, 
and the Primitive [Diſcipline of 
the Church ; and therefore as a matter 
of Conſcience, and the main matter too, 
the one to be avoided, - and the other to 
be embraced by all thoſe who hopetor 
Salvation of their Souls. That Cauſe 
( though it be the Good 01d Cauſe.) be- 
trays it ſelf to be very weak, which isto 
be ſupported by ſuch unworthy, feeble, 
and Corner Arts and Arguments, as Pa- 
gans, and Heathen Philoſophers would 
bluſh to have been found guilty of. 

As for that common objection of theirs 
againſt Lord Biſhops; we will eaſily 
grant them, that the Primitive Clergy 
did not abound in 'Temporalities ; but 
then, they had ſuch advantages, as, [ 
believe, none of theſe People will be 
willing to gratifie the moſt beloved of 
their Paſtors withall, when they who 


had poſſeſſions ſold them, and laid down 


—_— at the feet of the Apoſtles, to dil- 
poſe of as to them ſeemed moſt fit. This 
would be a hard ſaying, who would bear 
it ? nor indeed could it be convenient, as 


the affairs of the World ſtand at preſent. 
But theſe Honours which the preſent 


Clergy 
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Clergy do enjoy, being Temporal, are 
not by us believed to be at all eſſential 
to the Office of a Biſhop, and are only 


annexed by the bounty of Princes, as 


are alſo their Eſtates, for the neceſſary 
ſupport of the Rank they are in, for the 
encouragement of Learning. and. Piety, 
and for the advantage of the Publick, as 
it 1s a Politick. Society of Men. And 
they may as well maintain a Levelling 


Principle, and quarel with all Honours 


and Eitates that are above theirs, as with 
theſe; for if any Temporal Eſtate or 
Dignity may, by free Gift or Succeſſion, 


divolve”-upon a Church-man,” why not - 


theſe ? And that this may happen with- 
out offence or ſcandal, beſidesthe expes 


rience we have had in an Hluſtrious Peer Earl of 
of this Nation,' who, not many*-years * 


ago, froma private Prieſt, by ſueceflion, 
came to'thei'Hofioar of one-of-the firſt 
Earls in Exg/and.' T appeal to themſelves, 
who would thinkit the greateſt injuſtice, 
upon the account'ot their beitig Church- 
men , to loſe a good "Temporal Eſtate 
from their Anceſtors, or a Bareny either 
Deſcent or Royal Bounty. Beſides let all 
men judge, if this would not be the way 
to furniſh us with Ferehoam's Prieſts , 
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ofthe meaneſt and loweſt of the People, 


not only for Birth, but Learning, Parts, 
and Ability : And what a diſcourage- 
ment it would be to the Gentry and 
Nobility, who, by their Generous 
Birth, Advantageous Education, Noble 
Alliances, and many other Excellent 
Circumſtances and qualifications, are 
fitted by the great influence they may 
have both upon the Prince and Peo- 
ple, to do both the Church and State 
the moſt conſiderable Honour and 
Service? I am afraid few of them 
would addi&t themſelves to the more 
ſerious and painful Studies of Divi- 
nity, if by their devoting themſelves 
to an immediate attendance upon 
God's Altar , -they muſt caſt off the 
Entail of Temporal Honours and E- 
ſtates from themſelves, . Nor does this 
derogate- a little from the ſuperlative 
Bounty and Goodneſs of. the Divine 
Nature, to--think, - that he who does 
fo plentifully, - frequently, and freely 
beſtow theſe Honours and Eſtates, as 


bleſſings, upon, all other Conditions 


. of men, ſhould prohibit and deny 


them to thoſe, who have voluntarily 
obliged themſelves to his peculiar Ser- 
vice, 
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vice, and-upon whom he is pleaſed to 
confer the excellent Title of his Am- 2 Cor. 
ts, | cafadors; and therefore moſt certainly * ** 
SE || does allow them honourably, ſo as 

nd F to be able to ſupport the Dignity of 

us F fo high a Charatter : eſpecially ſince 

ble | they have his Royal word and promiſe 

Nt for it, Them that honour me, I will : Sam.2. 
Ire honour. Prince and Prieſt, werenotby 3* 
i | God thought inconſiſtent under the 

0- | Law, in that Government, which he 

it himſelf conſtituted and eſtabliſh'd. And 

nd therefore one word in the Hebrew 175 
m F Language ſignifies both. And till ſuch 


ay time as he is pleaſed to declare his 
od mind to the contrary, I know not 
&© © upon what pretence any man ſhould 
a divorce thoſe. two, which he had 
ie once made one. Neither by virtue of 


b theſe Lordſhips, do Biſhops Lord it 
15 over Chriſts Flock, as by the ſcoffing 


0 wantonneſs of ſome men ( who ſhould 
bs be more ſerious, than to be witty at 
S the expence of Scripture) they are 
| . "RE" . 

y faid to do: fince it is clear, that their 
5 Temporal Baronies give them not 
IS the leaſt influence upon Church at- 
Y fairs, more than they give unto the 


Y other Noble Peerage of the Realm. 
9 ; And 
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And the Juriſdiction of a Biſhop, as a 
Biſhop, and a Biſhop as a Baron, are as 
wholly djſtin&, as that of a Lord of a 
Manor, or any other Lord is from the 
power of a Biſhop in his Dioceſs. 

In a word, A Biſhop mirſt be givey 
to Hoſpitality ; how ſhall he be able to 
do that without an Eſtate ? If he muft 
have an Eſtate, he muſt be Lord of it, 
for ſo is every man of what he does 
poſleſs : and ' if it ſhall be thought fit 
by Royal Authority, the Fountain of 
Honour, to add to that common Right, 
a2 more particular and diſtinguiſh- 
ing. Title of Honour, that may offend 
ſome mens Ambition or Envy, . but 
can never be found to be either difad- 
vantageous to the Church or State, or 
contrary to the Scripture, the Rule of 
Conſcience. 

From what hath been ſaid, it appears, 
that no other way ' of Government 
in the Church can really pretend to 
thoſe advantages, which may make an 
indifferent thing become neceſſary and 
obliging to Conſcience, except the 
Epiſcopal; by which it follows, that 
to ſubmit to this Formof Government, 
as it is now eftabliſh'd in the Church, 
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is ſo far from being againſt a good Con- + 


ſcience, that no man can reſiſt it, with- 
out {inning againſt Conſcience, ' fince 
it has all the qualifications which 
are neceſſary, for the making an in- 
different thing become obligatory to 
every mans Conſcience , which all 
the other pretenders want: wiz. Tt 
comes neareſt to the Rule of Scrip- 
ture, It follows the better, more ſure 
and warrantable part.of our judgment ; 
it anſwers all the ends of Government, 
by promoting the Glory of God, and 
contributing to the happineſs of man- 
kind here, by procuring Peace, Unity, 
and Concord ; and hereafter, by teach- 
ing, commanding, and practiſing true 
Picty and Holineſs. And.it is evident, 
that to diſſent from this Government , 


- can never be the effect of Conſczence, but 


of Opinion or Perſuaſion, neither of 
which can lay any obligation upon 
mens minds, which 1s abſolute and in- 
diſpenſible, as before has been made moſt 
evidently appear. 

I wiſh that all Diffenters would ſeri- 
ouſly refle&t with themſelves, whilſt they 
do ſo violently cry up Conſcience, and 
pretend it fortheir ſeparation, _— 
they 
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And the Juriſdiction of a Biſhop, as a 
Biſhop, and a Biſhop as a Baron, are as 
wholly djſtin&, as that of a Lord of a 
Manor, or any other Lord is from the 
power of a Biſhop in his Dioceſs. * 

In a word, 4 Biſhop mitſt be givey 
to Hoſpitality ; how ſhall he be able to 
do that without an Eſtate ? If he muft 
have an Eſtate, he muſt be Lord of it, 
for ſo is every man of what he- does 
poſſeſs: and ' if it ſhall be thought fit 
by Royal Authority, the Fountain of 
Honour, to add to that common Right, 
a more - particular and diſtinguiſh 
ing. Title of Honour, that may offend 
ſome mens Ambition or Envy, . but 
can never be found to be either diſad- 
vantageous to the Church or State, or 
contrary to the Scripture, the Rule of 
Conſcience. 

From what hath been ſaid, it appears, 
that no other way of Government 
in the Church can really pretend to 
thoſe advantages, which may make an 
indifferent thing become neceſſary and 
obliging to Conſcience, except the 
Epiſcopal; by which it follows, that 
to ſubmit to this Formof Government, 
as it is now eſtabliſh'd in the Church, 
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ſcience, that no man can reſiſt it, with- 
out {inning againſt Conſcience, fince 
it has all the qualifications which 
are neceſſary, for the making an in- 
different thing become obligatory to 
every mans Conſcience , which all 
the other pretenders want: w/z. It 
comes neareſt to the Rule of Scrip- 
ture, it follows the better, more ſure 
and warrantable part.of our judgment ; 
it anſwers all the ends of Government, 
by promoting the Glory of God, and 
contributing to the happineſs of man- 
kind here, by procuring Peace, Unity, 
and Concord ; and hereafter, by teach- 
ing, commanding, and prattiſing true 
Picty and Holineſs. And.it is evident, 
that to diſſent from this Government, 


| can never be the effect of Conſcience, but 


of Opinion or. Perſuaſion, neither of 
which can lay any obligation upon 


mens minds, which 1s abſolute and in-, 


diſpenſible, as before has been made moſt 
evidently appear. 

I wiſh that all Difſenters would ſeri- 
ouſly refle& with themſelves, whilſt they 
do ſo violently cry up Conſcience, and 
pretend it fortheir ſeparation, wag 
they 
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| they have not abuſed themſelves and 
the World, in miſtaking Opinion and 
Perſuaſion for ic? of which they may 
eaſily be ſatisfied, by an impartial appl- 
cation of what has before been faid of 
this. particular. | 
ter all this, we ſhall difficultly be 
perſuaded to relinquiſh the Plea of a 
Divine Right in Epiſcopacy, for which 
ſo much reaſon has been, and may bs 
brought to prove it; and upon which 
we Thall have occaſion briefly to touch 
hereafter. | 


CHAP. X. 


Of the manner and circumſtances of Divine Wor- 
ſhip ; and how from being indifferent, they 
may become neceſſary to be done, and obliging 
to Conſcience. 


'FY have we ſeen, that though 
private and falſe Opinion, or pre- 
judiced and miſtaken Perſuaſion, and, 
it may be, malicious Deſign and Inte- 
reſt, combined with diſconted Envy , 
may be loud and clamorous againſt this 
Government of the Church, by the 
excellent and ancient way of Epiſco- 


pacy ; 
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pacy ; yet Conſcience is ſo far-from be- 
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ing againſt it, that it is wholly and clear- 
1y for it. Letus now come 'to examine 
the manner of performance-of Divine 
Worſhip, which has occaſioned: no fmall 
ſtirs, tumults, and .diviſions amongſt us, 

And here likewiſe I ſuppoſe , that al 
Parties do thus far agree, that there 
ought to be ſome Modes and'Circum- 
ſtances in the Worſhip and Service of 
God; that is, ſortie Time, ſome Place, 
ſome Words , Geftures , Poſtures , and 
Habits, for the performance both of Pub- 
lick and Privite Worſhip, which Con- 
ſcience tells us we are bound topay unto 
Almighty God. Herein likewiſe I ſup- 
poſe, that all Parties are agreed, that 


theſethings, or however, fuch of them. 


as ate in controverſie amongſt us, are, 
in their own natures, indifferent ; and 
therefore properly the fubje& of Opt- 
nion or Perſuaſion: and were there no 
determination on either fide, provided 
the Duty of Worſhip were performed, 
it mightbe donethis way -or the other : 
And trom henee likewiſe it appears, that 
no Circumſtance of Religious Worſhip, 
is in its own nature ſimply unlawful, 
becauſe -no where in Scripture prohibi- 
_ G ted, 
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ted, either in dire& words, or by ne- 


 ceſlary conſequence: ſo that no mans 


Conſcience can be juſtly offended by the 
performance of any of them, ſince where 
there is no Law, there can be no tranſ- 
greſſion. Let any Diſlenters therefore 
ſhew, either a poſitive command , ora 
plain conſequence from Scripture , why 
I ſhould not ſerve God in a ſet formof 
Prayers and Praiſes? or why I, or any 
other perſons, ſhould not perform all the 
ſeveral Offices in the Book of Divine 
Service mentioned ? Why ſuch Geſtures; 
Habits, or Signs ſhould not be made uſe 
of ? And then ſomething is ſaid to make 
them unlawful ; then every man, in 
point of Conſcienee, would be obliged 
to abſtain from them : but till that be 
done, thgy will remain in their own na- 


-tures lmply indifferent, and ſo far law- 
0 


ful. And#1ſolong as they are ſo, which 
will be to the Worlds end, they act falſly 
and unjuſtly, who endeavour to perſuade 
weak minds, ( and ſuch as arenot able to 
Judge ) that theſe Circumſtances of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, now in uſe in the 
Churgh of Ergland, are abſolutely un- 
lawful, and that they ought neither to 
uſe them, nor to have any my" 
wit 
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with thoſe who do uſe them ; which is 
the true reaſon and foundation of their 


ſeparation. And that the treacherous 


dealers deal thus treacherouſly with us, 
is plain ; for that the Ignorant and Vul- 
gar always make this their Plea, for their 
torſaking our Communion, that their 
Conſciences will not give them leave to 
joyn with us in our unlawful Ceremo- 
nies, as, 1n deriſion, they call all the Ser- 
viceof the Church. And this they muſt 
needs have from their Teachers, who 
either ought not to have been Teachers, 
if they themſelves were not come to the 
knowledge of the Truth ; or it they 
were, they ought to have taughtthem 
the Truth ; and that theſe Modes , or 
Circumſtances of Religion, being in 
their own natures indifferent , were only 
matters of Opinion, and not of Conſc- 
ence, until ſuch timeas they were, ſome 
way or other, lawfully determined. And 
to prove that this they ought to have 
done, and more 'than this, have taught 
their Hearers, That they ought to have 
ſubmitted to ſuch determinations, I will 
endeavour to make it plainly appear, by 
ſhewing how indifterent Circumſtances 
of Divine Worſhip become obligatory 
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to Conſcience, and fo neceſlary to be per- 


formed. 


Now all indifferent Circumſtances in 


Religious Worſhip become neceſſary, if 
in general they anſwer the great Deſign 
of God's glory, and the Happineſs of 
Mankind , both here and hereafter : it 
were enough therefore to demand, Which 
of all theſe indifferent things are con- 
trary to theſe great Deſigns, and where- 
in 2 whichT amſureit 1s impoſlible for 
them to make appear. But for the fſatis- 
faction of ſome, who may retain their 
prejudices, for want of a. better infor- 
mation, I will- ſhew more fully and di- 
ſtintly, how indifferent things become 
neceſſary ; with ſome ſhort reflections 
upon ſuch of them, as in the Ceremonies 
and Service of the Church of England 
are moſt obje&ted againſt. 

Firſt therefore, an indifferent Circum- 
ſtance in Religious Worſhip becomes ne- 
ceſſary, if in general it conduces to the 
advancement of Piety and Holineſs , be- 
cauſe whatſoever does ſo, 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary to be done; and it- is every 
man's duty, to endeavour to promote 
goodneſs, by all lawful ways and means. 
Thus therefore, ſet 'and appointed _ 

or 
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for Publick Worſhip and Service of God 


become neceſlary ; ſuch are the Lords 


Day, and all other holy Faſts and Feſti- 


vals, in which People aſſemble together 
to call upon and praiſe God, and to give 
him that devout Worſhip, and humble 
Adoration, which in. duty they are 


| $ : 


bound to:do ; where fin is reproved, the . 


ignorant are inſtructed, the weak are con= 
firmed and-ſtrengthned, the Holy Sacra- 
ments, thoſe Pledges of God's Love, and 
Seals of our Inheritance with the Saints 
in Light, are celebrated; and all people 
are exhorted, direCted, perſuaded , and: 
encouraged to the perfarmance of their 
reſpective duties, towards God and all 
men. . Andthat ſuch fettimes are neceſ> 
ſary, will appear, becauſe, were men left. 
to ter own liberty, when and where to 


pertarm\gheſe Daties of publick Wor- - : 


hip, ſuch is the treacheryand backward- 
neſs of mensnatures, that if they were 


- not determined by a mnecellity , they: 


would generally 'negle& the Seryice of 
Gad, and find aut perpetual excuſes arid 


evaſions to delay the performance of it, © 


to the greatdecay of Piety and Religion, 
and the great hazard of: the ſalvation of 
their Souls. For thus purpoſe alſo, pub- 
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lick Places of Aſſemblies, decent and con- 
venient for thoſe uſes, become neceſlary : 
and by ſuch Dedication, and ſolemn fet- 
ting apart to the Service of God, they 
become his Houſes, and ceaſe to be com- 
mon, or indifferent, by obtaining a Rela- 
Exod. 3.5. tive Holineſs; ſuch as did the ground 


—_— about the burning Buſh, the Temple and 


44- 39. 1ts Veſſels, the Veſtments and Chambers 
of the Prieſts; all which are called Ho- 
ly: And therefore the Royal Pfalmiſt 
does prophetically tell us, Holineſs be- 
cometh thy Hoaſe for ever ; which muſt 
either be falſe, or elſe be underſtood of 
Chriſtian Temples. 

.* Secondly, Indifterent things and Cir- 
cumſtances in Divine Worſhip, become 
neceſſary, if they promote Peace, Unity 
and Charity, according to thoſe great and 
2 Cor. 13. neceſſary Rules of the Goſpel, Live in 


5 oC EE >. as wn Sw. oc %. + IS 


Pſal. 93. 
ult. 


II. oo” » : 
l., Peace, if it be poſſible; as much as in you 
- lies, follow peace with all men. Finally, 


2 Cor. 13. brethren, be of ane mind. Above all 
Colo ;, things put on charity, which is the bond of 
, b4- perfeitneſs. Keep the unity of the ſpirit 
Eprel-+-3- 7x the bond of peace. Now remaineth 
13 * Faith, Hope, and Charity, but the greateſt 
of theſe is Charity, Now that one = 
an 
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and preſcribed form of Publick Worſhip, 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
other Religious Duties, doth extremely 
promote all theſe, nothing can be more 


I plain: for where. men are. lett to their 
| own liberty, one likes this way of per- 
d formance, another hkes and iprefers an-- 
other way; from. hence immediately , 
J ariſes a breach of Unity , from thence 
. men come to. Diſputations and Contro- 


verſies, which is the beſt way. And 
whilſt each party is equally obſtinate in 
the defence of their own Opinion, many 
heats of paſſion happen , which. vent 
themſelves jn bitter words ; from tifence 
men cometo variance, diviſion, .and' fe- 
paration ; from thence to hatred ;. and- 
then the door is ſet wide open to vio- 
lence;force, confuſion, war, and all the 
innumerable miſchiets, which - are its 
dreadful conſfequents, and conſtant com- 
panions. - That theſe are ſad and expe- 
rimented truths, I appeal to all ſober and 
conſiderative men: but leſt their Judg- 
ment. ſhould not be ſatisfactory, let us 
hear the judgement of an Apoltle, who 
was guided in what he writ by an intal- 
lible Spirit ; But if ye have bitter envy-Jam. 3.14. 
z2gs and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, 
IHS G 4 and 
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and. lye, wot againſt the truth. This wife: 
dom. defeendeth not from - above , but is I Ci 
earthly, ſenſual, devilifÞ : for where en-' I Pſa 
vying. aud ſtrife ts, there is confuſton, and | g1© 
every.evil. work, But: the wiſdom that is Nh one 
from ahowe, is firſ pure, then peaceable, a fc 
gentle, and eafie to he -.entreated, full af. | ind 
mercy and good fruits ;: without partialts anc 
ty, aud without hypocrifie : and the. fruit; I 1bo 
of righteouſneſs: is fawn in peace: of. them. the 
that make peace. Nor is it potlible-to. ot! 
find out any. way to make peace,:and If fol 
bring| men to unity and charity, but by: WU an 
ſome determination of theſe indifferent | ly, 
things ;- which is not only my ſenſeand 
opinion, but that of all diſſcating Par- ce 
ties, who therefore propoſe the determi»; I fiv 
nation of them, by the eſtabliſhment of th 
their way, as the only expedient to-;obe M 
tain theſe excellent.ends, fon 
Thirdly, Indifferent things become. | tÞ 
neceſſary, if they promote Deceney and: W 
| Order, becauſe ſo they are agreeable to fa 
1 Cor. 14-. St, Paul's general Rule, Let a/ things be fu 
( 
tl 
n 
j 


"- done decently and in order, Thus, that 
all ſhould kneel at the Prayers where it 
1s appointed ,' beſides, that 1t is a poſture 
of ſupplicating, humility , and devout. - 

adoration ; That they ſhould ſtand up at: b 

' jrqeth. S £ | 
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the rehearſal of . the Articles of , our 
Chriſtian Faith, and at the Hymns, 
Pſalms, and Praiſes, are all matters of 
great decency and order. Whereas that 
one ſhould ſit; another ſtand, a third lean, 
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fary for thoſeends. T:ſhongld ifpeak more 
tully of theſe:things, had not the. Learn- 
ed Mr. Falkeer taken fuch pains about: 
them, and: fifted them fo narrowly , as: 
not toleave any Juſt pretence of & quare) 
jel againft them; to which; ncemparas: | 
bleDiſcourſe I therefore refer pn 


for an ample fatisfaCtion in all theſe par- 
ticulars. | 


CHAP. XI. 


F Of the Way whereby indifferent things become 
obligatory to Conſcience, not only upon a Mans 
private Perſuaſion, =_ the forementioned 
Rules, but ſo as to oblige all perſons who live 
snder Goverament, viz. by the Determinati- 

- ons, afd Commands of Lawful Authority. ; 


Hus far I have ſhewn. the chief, 
among ' many Conſiderations, 
whereby any indifferent thing may be- 
come neceſlary : ſo that if .any perſon 
finds theſe or any other indifferent things 
in the Worſhip. or Service of: God, con- 


duces to theſe Ends, heis obliged in Cor- 


ſcience to the performance of- them ; but. 
this layes only a private obligation, and: 
the ſame-that it does upon all other in- 
different things and actions, which yet 
remain ſo, by being undetermined.. But' 
now 1n regard ſome of 'theſe things, 
though innocent and indifferent in their 
own Natures, may, to ſome Mens Opi-' 
' nions and Perſuaſions, appear very cons. 


qucive to the before-mentioned Ends;: + 


others 
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others may appear more eftectual to 
ſome other Perions: leſt trom divers 


—— 


J- judgment, to paſsa fn al determination, 
t | which ſhall lay the double obligation, 
t: | both of a prudent and neceſſary Zaw, 
'» || andalſo of Conſciente upon all who live 
r F. under their Government, and expe& the 
- | advantages of it, and therefore owe 
+». | Obedience to it. For otherwiſe ' dif- 
5 | putes and diffetences' muſt be _—_ if 

Ul 
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1. "Mean will not refer themſelves to ſome 
Umpires and Arbitrators to decide them; 
which muſt (after Men have tyred thems 
ſelves to find out what theſe\ Arbitrators 
muſt be ? ) atthe laſt be lawful Authori. 
ty. Now that all Diſſenters are of the 
Bas judgment with us in this Point, 
ang | believe that a /awful Authority has 
this deciſive Power, it is moſt plain, 
from the frequent inſtances, and repeat- 
ed importunities which they make to the 
Supreme Authority; to make Alterations 
in the preſent, or to. eſtabliſh another 
manner or form of Worſhip according 
to their way : or however, if they can- 
not hope for ſuch Conceſſions, yet they 
will Petition, that Authority will not in- 
terpoſe it ſelf in thefe Religious Afﬀairs, 
but leave them to their freedom4n the 
manner of the exerciſe of their Religion; 
and this is, if F miſtake them not, that 
which they call Zzberty of Conſcience: 
And they muſt either 4 the greateſt 
Diſſemblers and Hypocrites in Nature, 
by begging thatfom Authority, which 
hey believe it lias-no real Power over ; 
or lſeiplainly implies, har 3x i inch 
Power of a lawful Authority #6. deter- 

mins that Liberty, in indifferent Feng 5 


which 
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which concern the circumſtances of Dz- 
vine Worſhip. "This therefore being ac- 
knowledged, wehave nothing to do but 
to provay That the Authority which has 


determined theſe indifferent things, and 


by conſequence now made them neceſ- 
fary to be done, afid matter of Conſci- 
ence, had a juſt Right and Power, as well 
as wiſe and prudent Reaſons and Confi- 
derations ſo todo, as being a /awful Att 
thority. | | 
We muſt therefore conſider and exa- 
mine what is requiſite to make an 4- 
thority ſo lawful, as that it may of Right 
challenge ſuch a deciſive and determina- 
tive Power, as thatall Perſons who live 
under it, ſhall be obliged in Point of Cox- 
ſcieace, to ſubmit to its definitive Sen- 
tence, andtake it fora .fnalis Concordia, 
in all indifferent things ; and to which 
no Man can be diſobedient, without a 
manifeſt and wilful fin againſt Conſcience, 
in the breach of thoſe known commands, 


Obey them that have the Rule over you, Rom. 13.12 


And let every Soul be fubjett to the higher 
Powers. nes | 
Firſt therefore, that Authority which 

1s of Gods ppentiecen, is, without cons 
troverſie, a lawful Authority, as pleading 
of 
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_weV Dome Right from him by whom K Ings 


reign. . Such was the prays of 
Moſes, Aaron, Samuel, and the Judges ; 
and even of Saul, a wicked agd tyran- 
nous Prince, of whom therefore David 


1 Sam. 26. ſaid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him not, for who 
Lon 


can lift up his hand againſt the Lords 
Anointed, and be guiltleſs 2 And it was 
well for him that he fell into the hands 
of a Man who wasafter Gods own heart, 
We have ſeen ſome, whom a leſſer in- 
tereſt than Davzds in his death, would 
have tempted to ſerve him as Epami- 
nondas Gd his ſleeping Centinel ; had 
they found him ſleeping, they would 
have been of 44i/ha's judgment, and 
have left him ſleeping his laſt. 

But to nenonns ſecondly , 'That Au- 
thority is lawful, which is warranted by 
long Succeſſion : Preſcription is accounted 
a good and ſafe Plea and Title , for all 
other Men for their Eſtates and Pollel- 
ſions; certainly much more for the 
Crowns of Sovereign Princes : for here- 
by theis Title paſſes into Inheritance, 
which is a Right which no Man can vi- 
olate or invade , without being guilty 
of the breach of that poſitive and 
known Command, Zhou ſhalt not covet. 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, That Authority* is - lawfal, 
which by Choice, and common Conſent, 
s- || for their mutual benefit and advantage, 
n- | Men.agree to, and by lawful ways ſti- 
id £ pulate, and oblige themſelves, one or 
ho & more to govern, and rule, and the reſt 
4; | toobey : for this is founded -upon the 
as | Law of Nature and Nations, which 
ds © teachesall People, that Faith in ſolemn, 
t, | deliberate, and lawful Contracts, ſuch as 
n- EF this is, is moſt facredly to be kept invio- 
d | hated; otherwiſe there could not be 
ji» | any Society, Government, Law or Li- 
d Jl ving in the World. And the Holy Wri- 
d I tings confirm the fame, when they tell 
d I us; our ſolemn Compadts and Contracts 
are to be obſerved, though to our loſs 
= © anddetriment, or elſe we muſt never ex- 
pect to aſcend the holy and heavenly ral. is. 4; 


/ hill ; except we be ſuch as though we 
l ſwear , that is, make a ſolemn lawful 
| ContraQt, though to our own prejudice 
- in the event, and yet nevertheleſs change 
. not, bur ſtand firm to our promiſe and 
obligation. | 
Now all theſe ſeveral ways of any 
Authorities becoming lawful; ſo as to 
have a juſt Power and Dominion in 
making Laws for the determination of 
1Rn- 


— 


—_— ——— 


_ y6 


"The Trac Liberty nd Olap-Xt. 


L —C 


Ron. 13. 


| indifferent things, which, amongſt ina- 


ny, are moſt conducive ts Gods gloty, 
and the Publick advantage of rhole un- 
der their Dominion, both tt Civil and 
Religious Afairs, are moſt eminently to 
be tound in the preſent Authority of 
theſe Nations. | | 

Firſt; there is Divine Appointment and 
Ordination, whether we reſpe& Monar- 
chy or Epiſcopacy 2 And if we can prove 
there were Kings and Biſhops in the 
World, when St. Pas! writ his Epiſtles, 
T think, notwithſtanding what many 
have faid againſt it , the Caſe will be 
clear ; For, ſaith he, there # no Power 
but of God ; that is, lawful Powers, ſuch 
as the then Romany Emperors, who by ſuc- 
ceſſion became lawful; for we cannot 
imagine he meant to countenance unlaw- 
ful and uſurping Powers: and therefore 
he adds, the Powers that be, that is, the 
preſent Roman Emperors, and their ſub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates and Miniſters, are 


' ordained of God : whoſoever therefore re- 
fiſteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of 


3 Tim. 2.1, 


God; and they that refiſt , ſhall receive 
damnation. Now thatthere were Kings 
when he writ, is plain from that place, 
where he commands, 7hat firſt A all 

w 


wo 
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Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, aud 
giving of Thanks, be made for all Mc, 
for Kings, aud all that are in Authority, 
If St. Paul's Writings were 4 Rule for 
thoſe Ages, they are likewiſe a Rule for 
us, and tor all People to the Worlds end, 
and then the Argument will hold good, 
If Kingsin St. Pau/'s time had a Divine 
Right to their Crowns, they have ſoſtill, 
or elſe what was Scripture then, is not ſo 
now ; the danger of which conſequence 
is ſo opfureat, that I cannot imagine 
there will be foundany that will venture 
to own it, | 

The' great queſtion will be, Whether 
there were Biſhops then ? For if there 
were, they likewiſe, by the Apoſtles Rule, 
were ordained of God, or elle they had. 
no Power. That there were Bi/hops, 
it is plain, for we have. the Name ve 
frequent in Scripture; Chriſt himſelf, 
from whom the reſt ſo often mentioned 
derived their Office and: Authority, as 
before we took notice, being called zhe 
great Biſhop, as well as Paſtor of our 
Souls. | | es 

And that theſe Biſhops had a Power 
and Authority in the Church, and exer- 
cifed the ſame office in the gy" 
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of the Church'as the preſent Biſhops do, 
is no lefs evident; and that in this very 


Point of determining indifferent things 


in Divine Worſhip. Thus St Paul takes 

upon him to order the Church of the 

Corinthians, about the Celebration of 
x Cor. 11. the Lords Supper ; and after that done, 
od tells them, Tf there were any other thing 
in difference or diſorder, the reſt will I 
ſet in order when I come. And that he 
did this by virtue of his Office, and by 
a Power derived from Chriſt, the firit 
and great Biſhop, he tells them, That he 


. Ver. 23- 


received of the Lord, that which he deli» 


vered unto them: And wherever he is 
politive in giving any Rules or Directt- 
ons of Government, Decency, or Or- 
der, we may aſlure our ſelves he does it 
by virtue of this Power of his Office; 
for otherwife he would tell us, it 1s but 
his private Judgment or Perſuaſion , 
which he would not impoſe upon Chri- 
ſtians, though: he had a fair pretence fo 
fo do, as appears by that place concern- 
2 Cor.7. 'ing Virginity and Marriage : Now con- 
"” cerning Virgins, I have no Commandment 
of the Lud ; yet 1 give my judgment, as 


-one that hath obtained mercy 0 be faith- 
ful. Butif any Perſon ſhall jam 
| di 
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did this: by virtue. of his Ape/tolical Of 
fice, which was an immediate Commli- 
'on from-the, mouth; of Chriſt at his mi- 
racylous Converſion; to convince;:them 
that. a Brfhop, whq-was no Apoſtle, had 
the ſame Power, and exerciſed the ſame 
Office, there isnothing more plain, than 
that place in his, Epi/tle to Titus : For Tit.1.5. 
this;perpaſe left] thee in Crete, - that thou 
ſhouldeft' ſet in order the things that are 
wanting, and: ordain Elders . in every 
City; 1n Which place I think oyr Zng- 
liſh Tranſlation has not rightly acoſint 
the meaning of the Original Greek, And 
this ſeems to be. the proper ſenſe of the. 
words ; that Sf. Pau! having been hims: 
ſelf in Crete, and ſet many things in op- The word - 
der, he left 7irus there, to place ſuch 2/45" 
Prieſts as he before had Ordained, in 0-44, 
the ſeveral Cities of that Iſland ; - and —_ oy 
put them into the Power and Office of ana io I 
Biſhops, which he had not done, as may points 
appear by the foilowing deſcription of a J7c.tt 
Bifhap, what manner of Man he ought certain 
to be; and for the word Tlpz7&74pes, Placeand 
which is Tranſlated Elders, it ſignifies whe.” 
in all Antiquity, ( the beſt Expolifor of 
the Idiom of words) Prieſts who were 
therefore ſo called, becauſe always cho- 

| H2 ſen 
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out of the ancienteſt Converts td Chri- 
ftianity, and the longeſt ftanders in Re- 


Hgion'; and the Rule held * con- 


cerning Prieſts as well as Biſhops ; that 
in their Ele&tions they ſhould not chooſe 
a Novice ; that is, one lately converted, 
leſt wanting the ballaſt of age, experi- 
ence, and diſcretion ; the —_— of 10 
honorable an office ſhould puff up ſuch 
an one with pride, and fo he tall into the 
condemnation of the Devil. And that 
Titus, who was the firſt or chief Biſhop 


1 Tww.3.6. in Crete, as well in order of place as 


time, and fo had many inferior Biſhops 
under him, we have the Poſtſcript, or ra- 


_ ther Superſcription of the Epiſtle, which 


for any thing can be proved to the con- 
trary, may. be as ancient as the Epiſtle ; 
beſides, that he was the firſt Bi/bop in 
order of time, we have the teſtimony 
of all Antiquity, who never once doubt- 
edthe truth of it. Lig 
So that Monarchy, and Epiſcopacy, bes 
ing then Powers in the World ; and the 
Powers that then were, being ordained 
of God: it follows plainly, that they 
have a juſt and warrantable, if not an 

undeniable Plea to a Divine Right. 
' Secondly , There is long ſucceſſion w 
both: 
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both : of this very Race of Kings for 
above 603 years: and long may their 
Imperial Crown and Royal Dignity flou- 
riſh and increaſe ; even ſo, long as the 
Sun and the Moon endure : And for the 
ſucceſſion of Biſhops, .it is of much an 
ancienter date ; and though the time be 
not certain, yet that the Britains did 
"= early receive the Chriſtian Faith, 
and with it Epiſcopal Government, 1s a 
thing not to be doubted, if we will give 
any credit to the ancient Hiſtorians, ome 
of which would perſuade us, that Bri- 
tain was Chriſtian as ſoon, or even be- 
tore Rome it ſelf, | 

Laſtly, there is Choice, and a freedom 
'of Eleftion in the Houſe of Commons, 
which repreſents the groſs Body of the 
Nation ; and is one part of the Authority 
thereof: as for the Intereſt which the 
reſt of the moſt AZonourable Peerage 
havein the management of Publick Af- 
fairs, it being one of the dear bought 
Fundamentals of the Magna Charta, it 
was a thing never diſputed till the late 


days of Confufion, when the very toun- 


dations were violently torn up by the 


roots, with the Tempeſt, or rather Hur- 


Rebellion; .and 1 


ricane of Religious 
"7 hope 
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to this Nation, or a Government with- 
out them. : * . "2 Sir 

So that here is whatſoever is requiſite 
to make any Authority lawful, ſo as to 
have a juſt Right and Dominion over 
all thoſe who hve under it, for the final 
determination and concluſion of all in- 
different things, both in Religious and 
Civil Afﬀairs. pe 
That this may appear plain to every 

: . 6 . 

apprehenſion, we wall give an inſtance 
in a point controverted amongſt us. 
Prayer is an immediate--a&t of Divine 


Worſhip, and of it ſelf abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to be performed: to God, who 
Plal.65-2+ is the God. of all fleſh, and therefore unto 
Matth. 21. 1m ſhall all fleſh come; becauſe he bear- 
33, eth prayers, -and his houſe ts the houſe of 
prayer for all Nations. _ Bat to pray ina 

{ct and preſcribed form of words, or 

to pray as a mans abilities give him 

leave, or as it is called, by Ex tempore 
prayer, according as the preſent occa- 

fion may ſeem to require, are in their 

own natures indifferent : and I doubt nat, 

but ifeitherbe done with all due circum- 
 Ntances, they may be acceptable 1 
God, 


| 
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God. But now one man is perſuaded, 


that ſet, forms in the publick ſervice | 


of God are the beſt, another thinks, 
Ex tempore prayer the belt way. So 
long as this 1s undetermined by a Law'- 
' ful Authority, every man is abliged to 
follow his private Qpinion , becauſe 
Conſcience obliges him to follow that 
determination of his judgment in in- 
different things, which he 1s fully per- 
ſuaded is the beſt, and conduces moſt 
eftectually to God's glory, and the 
promoting of Piety. But becauſe di- 
verſity of Opinion, Perſuaſion, and 
Practiſe in this Duty, 1s apt to breed 


Diviſion and Difſention; and to pre-. 


judice, 1f not ruine that Unity, Peace, 
Charity, and Order, which ,ought to 
be preſerved inviolate amongſt all men, 
eſpecially Chriſtians; therefore that 
Authority, which has'a- juſt power 
over us, as being of God's appoint- 
ment ,. of. long ſuccetſion, and, of our 
own choice; to prevent theſe diſorders, 
and: the. confuſion, and dangers which 
may enſue upon diviſions of Mind , 
and difference of PraQice, interpoſethz 
4t ſelf: and conſidering, that our great 
Lord: and Saviour, who tells us, he 

| H 4 was 
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Jay , Our Father , &c. That both t 

Antientand Modern Churches did, and 
do uſe and approve ſet Forms of Prayer 
in Publick Worſhip, that hereby, raſh 
and inconſiderate men ſhall not have 
liberty to utter any thing before God ; 
nor to uſe vain repetitions, as the Hea- 
then did ; nor ( which is much worſe 
than they were guilty of in their much 
ſpeaking , for which they thaught to be 


heard ) non-ſence, indecent or irreve- - 


rend expreſſions : that men of greater 
abilities ſhould not be puft up, and thoſe 
who have not that freedom and fluency 
of utterance, ſhould not be deſpiſed, in 
regard for their Piety, ſoundneſs of Judg- 
ment, integrity of Life , of ability to 
Govern, they may be of as great uſe in 
the Church as others. That hereby the 
ignorant and unlearned Jhall be better 
able to joyn with him' that Miniſtreth, 
knowing what he is to ſay, than if they 
did not; and with a ſafe Conſcience may 
fay Amen, which T am ſure to every 
Ex tempore Prayer they” cannot ; and 


that all men may, by Uniformity, be 


brought 


The Truc Liberty and Chap. XI 


was to be our Example, preſcribed a ſer 
Form of Prayer,and poſitively comman-, 
Lak. 11.2. ded his Diſciples ſo to pray, When ye pray, 
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Bond of perfection, both as to Rebgion 
and Civil Policy. For theſe, and many 
other neceſſary and prudent confiderati- 
ons, this Laywful Authority judges it 
moſt conducive to God's' Glory, moſt 
agreeable to his Will, and moſt effe&tual 
to procure the happineſs of thoſe under 


their Authority, both here and hereaf-' 


ter, to preſcribe and command a ſet Form 
of Prayer , in the Publick Worſhip of 
Almighty God. EY 
And now that which before was in- 
different, becomes neceſſary in point of 
Conſcience : becaufe the Scripture isclear 
in the caſe, that Lawful Authority is to 
be obey'd in whatſoever it commands, 
that is not ſimply and abſolutely unlaw- 
ful, and that for Conſcience fake; and 
| the obligation which before I might have 
from' my private Opinion or Perſuaſion, 
ought, in Modeſty, as well as Duty and 
Charity, togive way to the Determina- 
tions of my Lawful Szperzors , in all in- 
differeiit things. * f © © 
"And thetefore they who, now it is 
determined, either deſpiſe ®, or refuſe to 
iiſe it, or to joyn with tlofe who'do uſe 
it, finagainſt Conſcience, becauſe againſt 
| af I = many 


brovughs to Unity, that fo” neceſfary 
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many - plain and poſitive commands of 
Scripture before* mentioned , and for 
which St. Paul feems extremely ſolici- 
tous, as well knowing Pride and Dif- 
obedience to be the moſt natural ſins : 
and therefore commands, that men be 


Tit. 3.1. put in mind ( as being, apt to forget their 


Duty ) that they be ſubjett to Principa- 


 lities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 


The very ſame may be faid of any of 
thereſt ofthoſe things which are enjoyn- 
ed by the preſent Authority of this Na- 
tion, . which, by being commanded, 
from indifferent become neceſlary, and 
with ſuch a dreadful neceſſity, that who- 
ſoever reſiſteth a Lawful Power, it St. 
Paul be to be credited, ſhall recerve to 
themſelves damnation. | 

' And let them ſeriouſly take noticeof 
it, how light a matter ſoever it may be 
made, there is no. man who does thus 
wiltully reſiſt and difobey Authority, 
that can hape for .Sa/vatzzon, As tor 
thoſe who do it 1n ignorance, I will not 
determine how indulgent God may. be 
to them. But they muſt know, that 
though God#tmay have winked at their 
former ignorance, ' yet now he com- 
mands them , and allmen, every where 

| to 
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ble, if they be ignorant, becauſe they 
will be fo. It is their duty therefore, 
to look for a better Information of their 
minds ; and laying aſide all partiality 
and prejudice, to ſubmit to the truth, 
how contrary ſoever it may be to their 
Opinions, which, by long continuance 
in, are become very ſtrong and habitu- 
al to them: for without Repentance 
and Reformation, there can be no 


Pardon. 


E cannot, without amazement, ſee 
ſome men, who appear in other things 
moſt nicely Conſcientious, yet make 1o ' 
flight a matter of this; nay, many of 


them, the greateſt and onely  diffe- 


rencing part of their Religion, ' them- 
ſelves to diſobey Lawful Authority , 


.and by their Example and Practiſe, if 


not Doctrine, at leaſt in private,; to 
teach others to do the tame. . I wiſh: 
they would conſider, what dangerous 
influences ſuch Practiſes have had, and 
Nill have upon their Bodies, Souls, Re- 


.putation, and Eſtates', and indeed up- 


on everything that ought. to; be dear 
and tender to them. Beſides,” the moſt 


fatal, miſchievous, and dangerous conſe- 


quenc cs 


ro repent. And they* willbe inexcuſa = © 
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quences they haye had, and, if purſued, 
will have ſtill upon the fafety and well. 
being of the Community in which they 
live: which, by their diſobedience to 
Laws, the only Fences of Religion, Life, 
Right, and Property, thoſe Delicie Hu- 
mani generis, the Darlings of all Man- 
kind, they do as muchas in them lies to 
ruine and deſtroy. 
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CHAP, XIL 


Some Conſiderations, ſhewing the unreaſonableneſs 
and impratticableneſs of the deſires of thoſe 
perſons, who, under pretence of Conſcience, are 
for eredting of new ways of Church-govern- 
ment, or for Toleration or Liberty of Conſct» 
ence. 


"3 ſhew the great unreaſonable- 
| neſs and impracticableneſs of the 
deſfites of all Diſſenters, there need no 
more to be ſaid, than to make them this 
— which I dare fay may moſt 
fafely bedone, That ſo ſoon as they ſhall 
unanimouſly have agreed in all particu» 
lars, and fo as to reconcile all Intereſts, 
and fatisfie all Parties, what way of Go 
vernment they would have ——— 

| | Facy 
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they ſhall receive a gratification of their 
deſires ; provided in the mean time th 
ſubmit, as becomes good Subjeas and 
Chriſtians, to the preſent. And if they 
ſhall, in anſwerto the offer, ſay, That it 

is impoſſible to find out ſuch a way of 
Government as ſhall pleaſe all Men, In- 
tereſts, and, Parties ; would it not be the 
higheſt frenzie imaginable, by nanny 

the preſent Government, of the good- 

neſs of which we have had ſo long ex- 
perience, to introduce- any other, which 

can gratifie but one, and, it may be, an 
inconſiderable Party ; and , in recom- 
pence, diſoblige all the reſt ; and, for any 
thing we know, even thoſe who ſo eag- 

erly defire it, asfoon as any others, ſince 
having never yet made a full tryal of ir, : Sam. r7. 
though. it may fook bravely, like Sau!'s i” 
Armour upon'David, it may not prove ſo 
eafie or convenient, but, with. him, they 

may be willing to put it off again, and 
ſtick tothe old and plain Epiſcopal Ar- 
mour of the Shepherds Staff and Sling. 

\ Beſides, this way of Government in 

the Church, is fo curiouſly twiſted and 
interwoven with the Politick Govern- 
ment in the State, that it is impoſſible 

to pick out this part, without ipo1 ing 


 I1O 


| m— 


the Beauty, and unravelling the whole 
Web and-Frame of the: Government ; 
it is one of the main Pillars, upon which 
this weighty and . well-built Fabrick 
MNtands; and cannot be taken away, but 
it muſt endanger the fall and ruine of 
the whole Building: and-they muſt bs 
as fullof revenge, and as blind as Samp- 
ſon, who would, by pulling down this 
Pillar, bring the Houſe about their own 
heads; ſince it is odds, but, with him, 
they muſt periſh in the common ruine; 
and I hope, what ever will they may 
have, their Hair will never be ſuffered 


to grow ſo fone again, as to recover 


their Sampſor's ſtrength, ſo as to be able 
to efte&t it. It was this conſideration 
which made as wiſe and learned a Prince 
as ever ſwayed the Britiſh Sceptre, 10 
frequently tell the Diſſeaters of his Age, 
No Biſhop, no King : which by the moſt 
deplorable experience, was' verified :in 
his Succeſſor, Nor did. the fatal conſe- 
quence end there ; but after,: No Biſhop, 
z0 King,. came marching up'a dreadful 
Army of Negatives, No. Houſe of Peers'; 
No free, no full Houſe of Commons ;_ No 
Law, no.Fuſtice, unleſs it were the High 


Four lo called ; No liberty, no property, 
| ? 1-5 883 no 
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be 


0 ſafety, no ſecurity, and, at ft, | 


nothing but confuſion 5 all admirable 
effects of changing that Government, 
which before was-moſt ſafe and eafie, 
into that which was : moſt Arbitrary, 
Tyrannical, and war _ It ex 
pertence be not ' ſufficiently convin- 
cing in this particular, 'I know -not 
what -new School of , Fools, -' or ra- 
ther Mad-men, we” muſt ſeek tor; 
to. perſuade us to- the . belief of theſe 
Truths. 647 HITS 30N 2:4090 27 vol 
But further,: I wiſh that all Difſen- 
ters would confider. with themſelves, 
whither this will lead them, -and what 
muſt: be the end'of it,- For a Tolerati- 
on of ' Diſobedience to' the Commands 
of a Lawtul Authority, is a Principle 
deſtructive of all-Government ,::ob all 
Religion, and even of that which theſe 
men: would endeavonr to eſtabliſh: 
tor we will ſuppoſe what: they: deſire, 
that that way of Government, which 
they areſo fond of;: were, by the Autho- 
rity, in favour of them, liſhed and 
ſetled as firmly and ſtrongly , : as:the 
preſent - Church-Government :1s; it is 
impoſlible that. it: ſhould pleaſe all peo- 
ple, nay, it is moſt certain, it would dit- 
| | pleaſe 
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pleaſe all other parties, whoſe way was 
either abrogated to make room for the 
new one, or theirs which was rejeRted, 
and in probability therefore, the greateſt 
part oft the Nation: and' there would 
not want thofe, who would be able to 


, raiſeand manage more forcible ObjeQi- 


ons and Arguments againſt their way, 
than = they can bring againſt what is 
now in beirig. . Now they muſt be un- 
reaſonable in the higheſt meaſure, if 
they would not grant the ſame liberty to 
ethers, who diſſent from them and their 
way, Which now they deſire for them- 
—_— _ iS _ _ Y; _— but 
hey would have the ſame (- and p | 
a jufter ) plea of Qonſcience apr 
ſelves; which theſe. now make, and there- 
fore ought to have Indulgence and To- 
teration : and I copy gang know whe- 
ther that can be a Government, 
or. anly' an Image of it, and an empty 
name, where men have liberty to obey 
it, if they pleaſe, or may be diſobedient 
to it by its own conſent , if they fo 
pleaſe ? it; age 2) 
But further , what reaſon can they 
have to expeCt any other, having ſhewn 
them the way tochange ; but that thy 
Us 
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Authority ſhould ſtill make tryal oi new 
.Governments,. and hot confine all their 
; kindneſs to: them, butſtill gratifie and 
oblige, firſt, one Party , and then ano- 
| ther, according as the perſons who com- 
| poſe that Authority, may be fayourabl; 
| inclined to one perſuaſion os another ? 
I hope they would not complain of In- 
Juſtice in the Lex 7 alions, or grumble to 
reſign that Power, which, for their ſakes, 
others befere them were obliged to do. 
And ſhould the Wheel turn thus round, 
they muſt with their way expect to be 
laid intheduſt. And what ſtrange Al- 
terations; Revolutzons, Settlements, and 
Unſettlements .muſt there be? What 
face of Goyerninent , or—rather what 
Canfuſton muſt of - neceſſity follow the 
PraWiſe of this Principle ?  ' - 
 - And that theſe are the natural efte&ts 
of Difobedience to: Lawtul Government, 
Jet usbut turn our. eyes a little backward, 
and we ſhallplaianly fee : And theſe Dil- 
ſenters, however they ſcem-to have tor- 
got it, may remember they have ſeen the 
.days, when the Presbyterian. was an ta- 
.vour, and fall of: hopes, having troden 
upon the neck of MC ma Epiſcopa- 
FL3I7L L CY; 
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cy , to advance into the Chariot of 
Government : but the -crafty Indepen- 
dent coming flily behind him, whipt up 
his heels, and laid him inthedirt; and 
was juſt going himſelf to'take / > 9oy 
of the vacant ſeat, when the ſurly Ana- 
baptiſt, (Quaker, Leveller, and ſeveral 
others, ruſhing in all at once upon him, 
told him, with the Hand all the while 
upon the Hilts, that they had as juſt 
a right as he, and that _y would not 
part with it, without a fair Trial -of 
Skill, who had the longeſt Sword? 
And there was nothing” gave the late 
Uſurper more trouble, than the impor- 
tunities of theſe ſeveral Intereſts, which 
he kept from falling; foul-one' upon an- 
other, by tollerating all tor the pre- 
ſent, and cajolling the Heads of the 
Parties with Proteſtations - and 'Aſſu- 
rances,- that in his heart he was of their 
perſuaſion, and, intime, would declare 
himſelf tobe ſo: though'for the -pre- 


ſent, in regard of the: Malignant Party, 


it did -not ſtand with his Intereſt, 'nor 


theirs, 1o'to do, till they were maxeful- 


ly aſſured againſt the common'Enent$; ' 
though at- laſt they all found him to be 
| meer 
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meer Proteus, or Polypus in Religion, and 
that he could change himſelf into the 
ſhape and colour of that Party which was 
neareſt to him. 

Laſtly, Let them conſider, That this 
Principle muſt give increaſe, growth, 
and encouragement to all Sedts and 
Hereſies; ſince all pretend Conſcience, 
and plead for Toleration. And if this 
Liberty of Conſcience be granted them, 
there muſt ofneceſlity follow infinite and 
unavoidable Diviſions, Separation upon 
Separation, Confuſion, and at laſt A. 
theiſm ; ſinceamongſt ſo many pretenders 
to the true Religion, all will at laſt come 
to be ſuſpected to be tale. | 
. Theſe are certainly the neceſſary ef- 
fets; and inevitable conſequences, of 
unſetling the - preſent Government in 
the Church, either by changing it for 
2-new one, or permitting 'Toleration, 
or what men call, Z/herty of Conſcience * 
And we mult either believe, that theſe 
"Diſſenters do not foreſee, or under- 
ſtand the danger of this Precipice, to 
which they make ſuch haſte; or ifthey 
do, that 'they are the moſt malicious 

of Mankind, fince they would facri- 
ts ST. - 1 2 fice 
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fice all Law, Government, Liberty, Pro- 


perty, and Religjon, to their own private 


Opinions and Perſuaſion. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


A temdication of what is before laid down as a 
fundamental Principle in ths Diſcourſe : viz. 
That God Almighty made Mankindfor an ex- 
cellent End; that x, his Glory; and in order 
thereunto, by obedience to his Commands, their 
own bappineſs both here in this Life, and here- 
after inthe Life of Immortality. 


+ Hus far I have endeavoured to fol- 
low the Clew of Truth and Rea- 

fon; whichif others would hkewife do, 
I doubt not, but it would bring them out 
of thoſe Mazes and Labyrinths of 
doubts, which perplex their minds, and 
make their Livesfo uneaſteboth to them- 
ſelves and others, by making many 
things matters and ſcruples of Conſci- 
ence, when in truth they were not ſach. 
And not only ſo, but likewife it would 
conduce much to the calming of thoſe 
ſtorms and tempeſts, which / are gathe- 
ring from ſo many ſeveral —_— and 
: Cent 
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ſeem to threaten both Church and State, 
if not with Shipwrack, yet with moſt 
violent agitations and commotians. 

Bat betore I conclude , there 1s one 
thing which Ihave laid down asa funda- 
mental Principle in this Diſcourſe, and 
upon which a great part of this weighty 
building of Conſcience does depend , 
as upona main Pillar ; which Ithink it 
will be neceſſary to make clear and evi- 
dent. And that is, That the great Crea- 
tor,out of the Excellency of his Nature, 
made the World, and particularly Man- 
kind, for a moſt excellent End ; viz. his 
own Glory, and, inorde: thereunto, the 
happineſs of Mankind here in this Lite, 
as 4 preparative to Eternal happineſs 
hereatter. | 

That this 1s a moſt certain and unde- 
niable Truth, ( however ſome narrow- 
ſpirited men, who would engroſs all the . 
bounty of Heaven to themſelves, may 
thinks otherwiſe, by taking fuch iow 
meaſures of the Divine Goodneſs and 
Beneficence, as may be proportionable to 
the Stature of theirown underſtandings, 
though far thort of Infinite, which is the 
only true meaſure of the Deity JI doubt 
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not but to make 1r molt evidently plain 
and apparent, to all thoſe who do not wil- 
fully cloſe their eyesagainſt the brighteſt | 
beams of Truth, Reaſon, and Scripture. 
Firſt therefore, we muſt conſider the 
Incomparable Excellency of this Infi- 
nite Being, who is the Author of all 
things; for he himſelftells us , that bs 
mercy reacheth unto the Clouds, and his 
goodneſs far above theſe vihble Heavens; 
and that it is over all his works. And 
leſt we ſhould be miſtaken, by judging 
him according to our ſelves, he gives 
us to know, that his thoughts are not as 
our thoughts, nor his ways like our ways ; 
low, narrow, and ſhort: But as the 
heavens are high above the earth, ſoare 
his ways and thoughts high above our 


-ways. A compariſon large and wide 


enough, to ſhew us the vaſt-diſpropor- 
tion betwixt Finite and Infinite Good- 
neſs. . Now there can be nothing more 
ſuitable and - agreeable to 'the Good- 
neſs, Bounty, Wiſdom, Power, and 
Juitice of his Eflence, which is infinite, 
than a Deſign, ' that all his Creatures 


ſhould be happy according'to their ſe- 


veral capacities, which: he, who made 
Pei 3 Ol JU ies ' nothing 
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nothing in vain, created them with. 
And on the: contrary, to ſuppoſe. he 
made any thing with a capacity of en- 
joying any degree ,of Happineſs, as its 
ultimate End, +, and. chiet Good ; and 
yet with an-intention and deſign, not 
oriely of not attaining it, but. of being 
for-ever miſerable, is ſo far from mag- 
nifying his Goodneſs or Juſtice, that it 
would argue him of ſuch a cruel na- 
ture, as were the higheſt derogation , 
and moſt proper blaſphemy, to believe 
it of him. And that his Juſtice will be 
glorified in the puniſhment and miſery 
of ſome of his Creatures, even of the 
Nobleſt Rank, he afſures us with the 
higheſt proteſtation imaginable, is tar 
trom being an efiect of his Will, and 
is perfedtly occaſioned by their, own 


choice, and wilful folly. As 7 /rve, ſaith Ezel. 33. 


the Lord; that is; as ſurely as I am, 
T have no pleaſure in the death of a ſmnner, 
but had rather that 'he ſhould turn and 
live. Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die? 
And if he hath no pleaſure in his death, 
a ſmaller puniſhment, undoubtealy not 
in his Eternal Damnation, the greateſt 
of all miſeries. 
I, But 


II. 


_ 
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Bur ſecondly, let us conſider , That 
the tcope of all Religion, and the Com« 


mands of God in Scriprure, all ajm dis 


rely at tins White ; -viz. the happineſs 
of all Mankind, even here in this Lite, 
in order to an Eternal Happineſs hereaf- 
ter, in the Life of Immortality and Glo- 
ry: and therefore does ſo frequently 
promilſe to the Obedient all thoſe things 
which may compoſe the happineſs ever 
of this Lite; the Boxa, Corporis, Anim 
& Fortune, all the good things of Body, 
and Mind, and Eſtate 5 according: to 
that ſaying of the Apoſtle, Godlineſs with 
contentment ( which it only can give) 
7s great gain, having the promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is ta 
come. Now the means which God com- 
mands us to uſe, and the means which he 
direQs, are the moſt certain Rule for us 
to make a Judgment, what is the Endat 
which he would have us arrive. For 
God 1s true, and cannot lie, though all 
men may be liars, and therefore we are 
bound to believe him ; and that he-can- 
not tell us one thing, when he means 
another direQtly contrary to it :* as ſome 
Men, who call themſelves Divines, have 


both 
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both by Word and Writing publickly 


avowed, and publiſh'd to the World. 
| If we look upon the Commands of 


the Law, ſuch as werenot only particus 


lar to the Jewiſh Nation in their 'Typir 
cal Service, but common to all the chil» 
dren of Abraham by - Faith ; we ſhall 
find, that they allaim at this: And the 
two Tables, written with the Divine 
Charatters, by the immediate Finger of 
God, dire, firſt, his Worſhip ;- ſecondly, 
man's happineſs, by obedience to Sype- 
riours, in the firſt Commandment with 


promiſe; by Juſtice, Chaſtity, Tempe- - 
rance , Truth, and Honeſty, and all - 


other Virtues, which conduce to our 
happineſs here 1n this Lite: and by 
making us partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, fitting and preparing us for the en- 
Jzoyment oft Heavenand Happineis here- 
aiter. 
And if we examine either the Do- 
Arine or praciſeof all holy Men, fo far 
as their PraQtiſe is recorded for pur ex- 
ample, weſhall find; that they haye alla 
tendency to theſe very Ends, - 

- If we came to look into that Reyal 
Law of Lyberty, the Goſpel, we ſhall 


find, 


= 
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we 
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find, that all its Commands and Directi- 

ons, lead us to our own happineſs: wit- 

neſs that Golden, and, even by Hea- 

thens, much celebrated Rule, of our 

Mar. 7.12. bleſſed Jeſus, To do to all men, as we 

would that-they ſhould do unto us. A Rule 

to make all the World happy, and a Rule 

whieh, I am ſure, no Diſlenter dare 

abide by, and which ſurpaſſeth all that 

ever went before it, and is the higheſt 

exaltation of Humane Nature, even to 

ſuch a degree, as brings it to a near 

affinity and reſemblance of the bleſſed 

Mar. 5.44, Divinity, who makes his Sun to ſhine 

wa finem. . pon the juſt and unjuſt. * To love our 

enemies, To bleſs thoſe that curſe us, 

to do good to them that hate as, and to 

pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us aud 
perſecute us: 

And the Diſciples ſpake the fame 

Language of their great Lord and Ma- 

| ſter, who left his Peace, ' and command 

of Unity, to /ove one another, as a Le- 

gacy among them ; and enforces it 

upon them with the moſt powerful 

Joh.14, Perſuaſive, If ye love me, keep my come 

1.. mandments;. telling them, this 'love 


and unity ſhould be the m_ and 


diſtinCtis 
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_ diſtintion of their profeſſion, By zhisJoh. ww 


ſhall all men know that yox are my Dz & 35 


ciples, if ye love one another, Thus there- 
fore they command Piety and Unity , 
Peace and Charity, Love unfeigned , 
Obedience to Magiſtrates and Miniſters ; 
that Duty, Honour, and Reſpe&t, which 
| is due to any, to be given unto them : 
to live Juſtly, Soberly, Religiouſly in 
this preſent World; in all Honeltty, 
Quietneſs; Humility, Chaſtity, Tem- 
perance, and ailothers Virtuesand Good- 
neſs, one toward another , and as we 
have opportunity. to do good unto all, 
Let any man judge, if theſe Rules were 
exactly followed, it the Golden Age 
would not return, and all men be as 
happy as heart can wiſh. The Effects 
which they would produce, plainly de- 
monſtrate the Ends for which they were 
deſigned. : 
Beſides, all agree to this, That the 
vreat deſign of 'the Creation was the 
glory of the Creator; now the fame 
thing which glorifies the Creator, does 
alſo - make the Creature happy ; and 
that is, Qbedience fo his Will, Laws, 
and Commands, * Atid that the Will of 
E700 0 | ; Go 
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God is to be glorified by the Obedience, 

and not Puniſhment of his Creatures, as 

his firſt deſign in their Creation has al- 

ready, from his awn proteſtation, been 

ſhewn. And the apoſtle is as plain as po- 
tTm. 3.3, fitive in this point, That God would have 
'Y all men to be ſaved, by coming to the know- 
ledge of the truth. And for this pur- 
poſe, that Chrift gave himſelf a ranſome 
for all. 

And whoſoever does peruſe the Holy 
Goſpel, ſhall be forced to acknowledge, 
that the whole deſign of it is, That all 
men, by the knowledge of God , and of 
Jeſus Chriſt, might come to yield obedi- 
ence to his holy Laws and DireCtions ; 
and that by following-them, they might 
» Pet. 1.2, Eſcape the pollutions and corruptions that 
3-45-67 are in the World through luſt;and be made 

partakers of the Divine Nature, - Ay 
ving juſtly, righteoufly , and Godlike, 
blameleſs and harmleſs, as the Sons of 
God here in this World : that fo through 
the all-ſufficient merits and ſatisfaction 
of the only Son of God, they may, as 
the end of their Faith, Hope, Charity, 
and Conſtancy, be made partakers of 
that glorious Life and lmamortalicy, 
| which 
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which he has purchaſed for them with 
his moſt precious Blood. 

So that as nothing can be more futable 
to the excellency of the Divine Being, 
than adeſignin their Creation, that they 
ſhould all be happy according to their 
ſeveral Capacities ; fo nothing is more 
clear, from the unanimous conſent and 
deſign of the Holy Scriptures , which 
contain the Will of God, than that this 
was the great and ultimate End of the 
Omnipotent Creator, in the framing the 
World, and particularly in the Creation 
of - Mankind, to be happy both here and 
hereafte? in a future ſtate. 
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Some neceſſary Corollaries from the | Dif 
courſe ; with the Concluſion, to all men'to ey- 
deavour after Peace and Unity. 


T Rom what has before been faid, we 
1 maydrawtheſe neceſſary and pra- 
Ctical Conſequences and Concluſions. 
Firſt, That every man is obliged to 
yield obedienceto Conſcience, upon pain - 
of Eternal Damnation ;- becauite every 
; man 
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man is obliged , under that penalty, 
to walk according to the Seripture 
Rule, which is that by which Con- 
ſcience judges every man , whether 
he does right or wrong : according to 
what St. Fohn tells us, if our heart, 
that is, our Conſcience, condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and know- 
eth all things, and molt certainly will 
condemn us in that great and feartul 
Judgment-day. And whoſoever violates 
a known command - of Scripture, how- 
ever he may colour it over with the 
fair pretence of Religion, yet, as St. 
Paul ſaith, Though the. truth of God 
ſhould abound, through my lie, unto his 


glory, yet I ſhall bealſo judged as a ſinner. 


And 1o ſhall all thoſe, who with pre- 
tence of advancing God's glory and 
the truth, a& contrary to the Rule of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, But if at the 
laſt it ſhall be found; that they have 
not been managed by Conſcience, but 
Opinion and Perſuaſion, what can they 
expect, but the greateſt ſeverities, . and 
inſufferable torments and agonies 0 
Confcience, the worm that never dies 2 


Which ſhould put all men upon a ſtri&t 


Examiy 
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examination of themſelves, eſpecially 
thoſe who pretend to be ſo much man- 
aged by Conſcience ;; whether it be a 
triie and good Conſcience, or onely 
theſe Deceivers and Uſurpers, -Opinion 
and Perſuafion, j 
* - Secondly, it follows, That- Indiffe- 
rent things in Religious Worſhip, -lay- 
ing no further Obligation upon mens 
Conſciences, than as they conduce to 
God's glory, and the happineſs of the 
Univerſe; and a Lawtul Authority 
having a Power to- put a final deter- 
mination upon every man's private 
Judgment and Opinion, | by declaring 
which of all theſe indifferent things 


'they judge-moſt conducive to © God's. 


glory, and the- happineſs of all thoſe 


under their Juriſdiction, by promoting 


and preſerving Peace, Unity, and Cha- 
rity. - Therefore that all perſons who 
:live. under (their Authority, are: bound 
-1n-Conſcience to ſubmit to thple Deter- 
'minations : and :from thenee-forward 
"to: eſteem that, which before was in 
its 'own nature indiffterent*;' to:become 
'necefiary : becauſe hereby midhy known 


Duties, and particularly that of 'Qbe- 


dience 
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dience to Magiſtrates-( without which, 
there can beno happineſs on Earth ) are 
performed, to the fatisfation of an ab- 
ſolute and indiſpenſible Obligation of 
Conſcience. Te RE 

Laſtly, it follows, That all men are 
bound:in Conſcience to promote and- en- 
deavour the well-being of the Lawful 
Government under which they live ; and 
as much asin them lies, the happineſs of 
all Mankind even here in this lite. Nor 
can they follow the DiCtates of true Re- 
ligion or Conſcience, whatever they 
may pretend or imagine, who for their 
private Opinions, make Parties, break 
Laws, deſpiſe Governments, give diftur- 
bances to the Peace and:Security of their 
Native Countrey at home, and by pro- 
moting Faction, Diſſention, and; Diviſi- 
on, give encouragement to our Enemies 


| abroad. : And by too uft tears , from 


What has been, of. what may beagain, 
by the fame ways and artifices, to make 
mens minds uneaſie, and their lives un- 
happy. And ſhould their.Deſigns ſuc- 
ceed alſecond time, to involve ſo many 
millionsm-the calamities of War, Cog- 
Jaſfion,Ruine, and Deſolation, TT 

| | Theſe 


- 


_ Rs BL _ _ " 


Yar, >, as ns 


Chap: XIV. Dominion of Conſcience. | 


Theſe have been, and are the proper 


eftets of Diſobedience to Laws and 
Lawtul Authority : and let. all Difſen« 
ters look well to it, for they will find, 
hereis no Conſcience, no Religion to be 
found in ſuch ways and ends, to which 
their Separation and Diviſion do moſt-in« 
fllibly kd hen MELT Xt 2c” 

I with I could conclude : this Diſs 
courſe with the moſt perſuaſive Argy« 
ments, and irreſiſtable Reaſon. That 
alt Chriſtian People ; - and eſpecially 
thoſe Diſlſenters of theſe Nations, would 
ſeriouſly conſider with themſelves, whis 
ther theſe Difcords and. Differerices 
about Religious affairs will in the end 
lead them ; and in time turn back again, 
before they come to the diſmal brink of 
thoſe Precipices, Miſery.here, and Dams. 
nation hereafter ;- which when by a too 
late. Repentance they would avoid, they 
will not beavle. ZE * 
F wiſh they would no- longerabuſe. 
that glorious: name of Confcrence , toi 
countenance: thoſe Irreligious practiſes, 
of Diſobedience, Uncharitableneſs, Diſ- 
ſention. and Separation.”  _ bs 
F Let them' conſider, what it is in this 


bd World 
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World that is moſt deſirable ; ' and whe- 
ther they donot act point blank contrary 
to their own Intereſt and —_— %, 
both here and hereafter ; and dire&tly 
againſt the publick Good of the Com- 
munity of which they are Members ; 
and whether they may not juſtly fear , 
chat by theſe dangeraus and unlawful 
practices, they ſhould ſo far exaſperate 
Authority, as to exerciſe its utmoſt ri- 
gors and ſeyerities upon them, as being 
out of all hopes to reclaim them by 
gentle means, and juſtly jealous of their 
malicious, ſecret, and ill deſigns, in rea- 
lity againſt the State, though the pre- 
tence be only againſt the preſent Church 
and its Government. h 

Let them conſider, that if they de- 
ſire to havepeace within their private 
Walls, and -plenteouſneſs within ' their 
ately Palaces ; it they deſire to enjoy 


quiet of mind at home, tranquillity , 


eace, and unity one amongſt another ; 
Gn Fuſtice Bula run _—_ a River, 
and Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream. 
That 7ruth ſhould ſpring out of the Earth, 
and Righteouſneſs look down from Hea- 
ver. That Mercy and Truth ſhould meet 


together, 
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together, Righteouſneſs and Peace ſhould 


| bifs eachother ; and that glory may dwell 


in our Land, Tt the defire to be ſafe 
from inteſtine and domeftick troubles, 
ſecure from Forreign force and invaſion ; 
to be loved, reſpeted, and honoured: by 
their Friends and Allies ; © dreaded by 
their greateſt Enemies; to be great in 
Riches, great in Fame, and greater in af 
Goodnets and Virtue, to be the joy and 
glory of all Lands : If they deſire theſe, 
there is no way to obtain them, but by 
uniting our ſelves with this common 
Bond, and indiffoluble Chain of a good 
Conſcience, towards God and all men ; 
which will teach every man his duty ; 
keep every man quietly, peaceably, and 
contentedly in his place and ſtation; 
and ſecure unto us all thoſe dear Delights 
of Humane Nature, Peace, Property, 


_ and Religion. If they defiretheſe, thus | 


muſt they endeavour after them ; and 
if they will not endeavour after them, 
we cannot bur judge, that they do not 
deſire them. And Tam fare, if they do 
not deſire theſe bleſſings, both for them- 
ſelves and all others, they neither deſerve 
them, nor any love, pity, favour, coun- 
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renance or kindneſs; but ought to be 
look'd upon, not as men, but fierce and 
ſavage Beaſts, Wolves, Tigers, and Bears, 
given to Prey, Rapine, and Ravage ; 
and they may eaſily gheſs what will tol- 
low, it once they come to be look'd 
upon and eſteemed ſuch. | 

Laſtly, if they have any love or kind- 
neſs for their Souls, or.ever hope for eter- 
nal Salvation, it muſt not be expected 
without obedience to God, obedience to 
Governments, and obedience to Cons» 
ſcience. 

After all this T will hope that thoſe 
happy days will ſhine upon us, in which 
we may fay, Our Jeruſalem zs built as a 
City that is compatt, or at unity with it 
ſelf: And that we ſhall be able to ſing 
that glorious and triumphant Song of. 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, Great 7s the 
Lord, and greatly to be praiſed in the 
City of our God, in the mountain of his 
holineſs, Beautiful for ſituation, the joy 
of the whole earth is Mount Zion on the 
fides of the North,the City of the great 
King. God is well known in her Palaces 
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To haſten which bleſſed and happy _ 
Age, let every good Chriſtian'lay 
to his helping hand, and his pray- 
ing heart, by endeavouring to fol- 

low the example of the great Apos 
ftle St. Paul, which' is the great 
Concern and Intereſt of every Man, 
both in reterence to Happineſs here 
and hereafter, Keeping always a Con-. 
ſcience void of offence towards God, 
and towards all Men, | 
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4c atalogue of ſome Books, Printed for, 
_ and Sold by Jonathan Edwin , at the 
T hreeRoſes in Ludgate-ſtreet. 


He Commentaries of C. fulins Ceſar of 
JK. his Warsin Gala, and the Civil Wars 
berwixt him and Pompey, Tranſlated into 


Enghth, wth many excellent and judicious Ob- 
feryations thereupon ; as alſo the Art -of our 


Modern Training , or Tactick Practice ; by 
Clement Edmonds Eſquire , Remembrancer of 


the City - of London. Whereunto 1s adjoyned 


the Eighth Commentary of the Wars in Gala, 
with ſome ſhort Obſeryations upon it. Toge- 
ther with the Life of Ceſar, and an account 
of his Medals : Reviſed, CorreQed, and Enlarg- 
ed, in Fol. 

The Hiſtory of the Reigns of Henry the 
VII. Henry the VIII. Edward the VI. and 
Queen Mary; the Firſt Written by the Right 
Honourable Francs Lord Verulam, Viſcount 
St. Alban, the other Three, by the Right Ho» 


' nourable and Right Reverend Father in God, 


ery Godwyn, Lord Biſhop of Hereford, 
Wn rol. 2 

- Fifty one Sermons, Preached by the Reve- 
rend Doctor Mark Frank, Maſter of Pembroke 
Hall in Cambridge, Arch-Deaconof St. Albans, 
Prebend and Treaſurer of St. Panls, &c. Being 
a Courſe of Sermons, beginning at Advent, and 
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the year 164.1, and then - commanded 'to be 
Printed by King Charles the Firſt, in Fol, © 
The Commen-Fruyes Book in Fold ih 
$+15h, 8c. - 
The Countermine ; or, Aſhort but rue vic 
covery of the Dangerous Principles and 'Seevet 


"Practices of the Diſlenting- Parry oy 


the Presbyterians : Shewing wes Re 


' Pretended, but Rebellion B1mended: - And 4 $ 


order thereto, The Foundation of Monarchy 
the State, and Epiſcopacy 4 in the Chuck: ae Un 
— feof K; | 
. The Common Intereſ6. 0 
ſhewing the Original, je Bong ery Thinks 
cy.of Monarchy compared with 
Democracy, and particularly. of our En og 
Monarchy : and that Abſohae Papal and- 
byterian Popular —_— —_— incor 
fſterit with Preroparive, ] gem eat tar 

The Projet of Peace.; or Unity-of F aith and 


_ Government, the only Expedient -to 


Peace, both Foreign and Domeſtique ;--ard-#6 
Preſerve theſe Nations from the Danger of _ 
pery, and Arbitrary Tyranny. © 

The True Liberty and -Daminion of. On 
ſcience, Vindicated from' the Uſttrpations and: 
Abuſes of Opinion and Perſuaſion. 

Two Sermons Preach't arthe Funerals of, ithe. 


_ Honourable Robert Lord "Lhockigios 


the Lady Mary tis. Wie; . y. Samet 
Holden A. M. late of Lincoln ihe the in-Ox= 
ford, and Chaplaun to ks wt gk"; in. 
Quarto, GC briſtian 


— TY 
he ,way to Blefledneſs' by the Rules of.. Vertue 
and Reaſon,by- Thomas Trabern, B.D.ini Octavo, 
| Roman Forgerigs, or 2. true Account of falſs 
Records, Diſcovering the Impoſtures and Cou. 
terfeit Antiquities: > the Church: of Rank by 
the fame Author, in"Octavo. Ciasl3 | 
Fong Scarburgenſsx>rhve , Tradtatus de On 
Nis Aquarum genens:Qrigine ac uſu. 'Particus 
lariter de' Fomte Mineral: apud Scarbrough in 
Comizaru Eboracenfs- Angiue. Item Diſſertatio- 
NES VAFLZX tm Philoſogbice quam Medicinales, 
quascum Sectionum trituls Pagina. Labrum 
_ Pracedtns! Exiber, _ Amtore Roberto 
Ge Julius Ceſar: Nor no Gd Diſſer- 
ratio "Hiſtozica, Dionis Cafſii Scriptoris Greci 
Seleftiora'Commata C:F. Cxſaris. Ortum Dip- 
nitates Connubia InteritumRogum & Apothe- 
olin. .Complexa Nomiſmatum demonſtratione 
Wuſtrans: F-. Seobald: : Fabrici.: S. Theol.\D. 
IX Heidelbergendin Profeſſors ons 
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Here is now in the Preſs, and 
near Reprinted , The : air mY 
ſees, GC. Dy Edmond Spenſer, | 
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iſtian. Erbicks, arDivine Morality, © opening 


